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The 16th annual Storylines Festival of New Zealand Children’s Writers and 
Illustrators has again completed a whirlwind tour of New Zealand, reaching 
thousands of New Zealanders, young and old, to participate in and experience the 
diversity of New Zealand’s children’s literature. This year Storylines again provided 
the platform for children and adults to experience the outstanding creativity of New 
Zealand writers, illustrators, storytellers and performers, that is both challenging, 
innovative and culturally diverse. As well as offering a great networking opportunity 
for the authors, illustrators, photographers, storytellers and performers who take 
part, the Festival offers an inspiring opportunity for them to meet face to face the 
children who inspire so many of the stories.  

This year’s festival included four regional venues for free Family Days: Kerikeri, 
Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch. Each year the Festival continues to grow 
deeper roots in these communities and to strengthen its support from sponsors and 
funders.  

The Storylines Festival aims to reach and impact on as many children and their 
families as possible, by visiting schools and early childhood centres, and by 
providing all children, regardless of social or economic circumstances, the 
opportunity to enjoy New Zealand stories and books, and to meet those who have 
created them.  

Promotion of the festival is undertaken widely, through a mailout to the vast majority 
of schools within each region where Family Days are held, wide distribution of 
brochures and posters, and print and radio advertising and editorial coverage. 

The support shown to the festival by sponsors and funders, and by the hundreds of 
volunteers who return year after year, is a reflection of the importance they place on 
continuing to spread the joy of reading, particularly New Zealand literature, and the 
impact of stories on all our lives. Such experiences promise a life-long treasure 
through a direct and intimate connection with books. 
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25 AUGUST 

An intimate, informal gathering to welcome the Auckland Story Tour participants 
was hosted by Heritage Hotel Auckland. Storylines festival committee and trustees, 
along with the Heritage Hotels management and sponsors welcomed the 
participants after their first exhausting day of the Auckland Story Tour. This 
gathering provided an opportunity for the participants to get to know each other a 
little better, compare notes after day one of the tour and meet major sponsors and 
key members of the Storylines committee. 
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25 - 28 AUGUST  

The beginning of day one was full of anticipation as the group of four Story Tour 
participants (Dawn McMillan, author; Elizabeth Pulford, author; Darryl Torckler, 
photographer; and Philip Webb, illustrator), gathered to depart for the first schools in 
the annual Auckland Story Tour.   

Jo Briggs, who co-ordinated the Auckland Story Tour for the second year with 
assistance of National Library advisors, had earlier contacted, briefed and 
communicated very successfully with numerous schools who wished to take part. 
Sponsorship by Kia Motors of two seven-seater Carnivals allowed the participants to 
be driven in style and comfort to the schools and early childhood centres across the 
region. This comfort was also greatly appreciated by our team of volunteer drivers 
and navigators who freely gave their time to drive through the Auckland traffic for 
good portion of the day. 

Schools were selected initially from schools where the Story Tour has not visited 
before, with other schools within the area then selected to ensure easy driving 
distances for morning and afternoon sessions. This year 47 schools and pre-
schools from Auckland, North Shore, Waitakere and Manukau cities were visited 
over four days. These schools and early childhood centres were delighted to 
welcome the guests and took real pleasure in the learning and interest inspired by 
the visits. Approximately 270 preschoolers, 4560 school-age children and the 
Starship and Kidz First hospital classes benefited from visits by one or more of the 
participants.  

Feedback shows that over half the schools visited had not previously had a Story 
Tour visit, and that they greatly appreciated the opportunity for their students to be 
able to meet, listen and ask questions of their visitor. Meeting and interacting with 
someone who has previously only been a name written on the cover of a book may 
well have planted the seed of inspiration for reading, writing or illustration in our next 
generation. In preparation for the visit, many of the schools had read books to the 
children, developed book displays, or art work, or pre-prepared questions. It was 
particularly nice to be greeted by principals at quite a few schools – it made the 
participants feel like honoured guests!! 
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The audience size and age ranges varied significantly from school to school; the 
participants adjusted easily to each group regardless of whether they were talking to 
a small intimate class of selected students or to the entire school in the hall. Many 
thanks go to those who participated and who adapted quite readily to these different 
environments each day. 

Many thanks also go to several of the schools which provided lunches, morning 
teas and cups of tea and coffee for their visitors, who greatly appreciated this break 
during a very exhausting day.  
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27 - 28 AUGUST  

Dyane Hosler, also from National Library, co-ordinated the Northland Story Tour, 
with visits on day one around the Whangarei district, incorporating six schools, and 
a second day based in Kerikeri reaching a further six schools. 

Participants spoke to a range of groups and ages, with approximately 1500 students 
reached over the two-day tour. Workshops were also conducted with smaller groups 
of students, and in some instances challenged some preconceived ideas. 

 “A key message for my drama students was that of 
juxtaposing individual images to create stories and 
how one can rearrange a series of images to tell a 
different story. We work a lot with frozen images in 
drama and this visit has got me thinking about using 
cartoons and graphic novels as stimuli for the 
students to create drama with. An excellent 
session!” 

Several of the schools provided morning tea 
and lunch, which the participants appreciated. 
Thanks are due again to Kia Motors for its 
sponsorship of the  Carnival, which transported 
the participants from Auckland to Northland, 
and around the beautiful Northland district. A note of thanks, too, to Glenn 
McWilliams who generously volunteered his time as the Northland driver.  

Participants on the Northland Story Tour were; Maria Gill (author), Bruce Potter 
(illustrator), Lesley Dowding (storyteller) and Dylan Horrocks (graphic artist). 

 

 
Lesley Dowding weaving her magic in 
Kerikeri 
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29 AUGUST 

Each year writing and illustration workshops are held in the four corners of the 
Auckland region (central, north, west and south), with an author and illustrator each 
leading a practical workshop for a maximum of 20 children for one and a half  hours. 
Each workshop is developed for a specific age group. Being able to develop a piece 
of writing or create a piece of art with someone with the experience and expertise in 
book publishing is inspirational to say the least. Gaining expert tuition and ideas 
from the workshop tutors results in the workshops 
being both beneficial and rewarding for all 
involved. 

The workshops cost $15 per person for each 
workshop (this included all materials), with some 
schools and individuals sponsoring children who 
may not otherwise have been able to attend.  

Pre-bookings for the workshops ensured most of 
the workshops were well attended, though a 
couple were over-full as children who had not 
booked turned up on the day to participate. This 
year tickets were only available through the 
Storylines website. 

Special thanks go to the volunteers at the various venues throughout Auckland who 
volunteered their time to support the workshops both prior and post.  

Workshop details: 

Auckland,  
 Auckland Reading Recovery Centre 

  

Writing made eas y!                         Jennifer Beck (author)           22 students 

Media Magic                 Lindy Fisher (illustrator)    18 students 

North Shore 
Albany Junior High School 

  

Do you dump it or pump it ?            Elizabeth Pulford (author)   22 students 

Picture Book Secrets                       Brian Lovelock (illustrator) 14 students 

Waitakere 
Glen Eden Library 

  

Poetry pizzazz!  Paula Green (author/poet) 4 students 

North Island Kaka                             Heather Arnold (illustrator)     6 students 

Manukau  
Manurewa Library 

  

Peeling the onion  Dawn McMillan (author)      11 students 

Images  Philip Webb (illustrator)          9 students 

                                             

 
Brian Lovelock  
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CHRISTCHURCH TOWN HALL, KILMORE STREET 

23 AUGUST 

 

This year’s hugely popular Christchurch Family Day was described as having a “true 
family feel”. This is only the second year Christchurch has held a Family Day and the 
move to the Christchurch Town Hall allowed more space and enabled the Family 
Day to grow. 

With Rosemary Sladen again at the helm and a 
supportive and proactive committee from Te Tai 
Tamariki behind her, the Christchurch Family 
Day has indeed made an impact in the city. Our 
thanks go to Te Tai Tamariki committee and in 
particular Kim Dovey. The behind-the-scenes 
organisation and the huge effort in making it a 
day to remember is greatly appreciated.  

Approximately 2000-plus children and their 
families visited the Family Day. More than 40 
volunteers worked hard throughout the day, 
doing a great job in every area, including the welcome desk, the Scholastic Books 
Out Loud zone, the Children’s Bookshop Writers’ Zone, Bookworks, face painting, 
author and illustrators minders, Pure Capital Thinking Factopia area, and rovers who 
interacted with the families, answering questions and giving directions. 

There was a noted increase this year in the number of grandparents who attended 
with their grandchildren and who thoroughly enjoyed the interactive and sometimes 
challenging activities. The participating families had children mainly in the younger 
age group (pre-school to about year six), until the afternoon, when Brian Falkner ran 
Storysports, which enticed in an older group of senior primary and intermediate 
students.   

One group, a birthday party, came especially to see 
Robyn Belton, who welcomed them very warmly to her 
very popular book launch. 

The Children’s Bookshop Writers Zone and the Artists 
in Action illustrators’ area generated plenty of interest 
with the crowd, as did Margaret Mahy, who had the 
usual large group for her sessions. Craig Smith’s 
busking style of entertainment and his Wonky Donkey 
tunes were excellent and really added to the overall 
family feel of the day – it also highlighted a number of 
“strong” dancers amongst the crowd.  

The Scholastic Books Out Loud spot was well 
patronised all day, with many return visits from those wanting to hear “just one more 
story” from the extremely popular authors and volunteers who read aloud. 
Comfortable cushions here also provided an area that allowed for a little quiet time to 
relax – away from the hussle and bustle of the main room of activity. A sound system 
was utilised to ensure that even the softest of voices could be heard. 

 
Face painting in full swing 

 
The Wonky Donkey Boogie 
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Again, the Bookworks craft area was a very popular choice for all ages. The team 
chosen to look after this area, all teachers, provided some great interactive activities. 
Being able to glue, tie, colour, sellotape and cut out and create your own book or 
bookmark proved very popular. It was so popular that the supply of some creative 
materials were completely exhausted before the end of the day.  

Pure Capital Thinking Factopia ensured that the non-fiction zone was busy again this 
year with bubble activity attracting participants from the whole family. The Trouble 
with Bubbles area had a large number of participants and went very well; with only 
some people finding the bubble blowing a little harder then they had initially 
anticipated. Nevertheless, perseverance paid off and huge bubbles were created by 
all who had a go. 

Thanks to Science Alive, who assisted with a number of other interactive learning 
activities that were well utilised during the day. 

As ever, face painting was a hit – there were six stations and the helpers were busy 
all day, with lots of clever creature and characters wandering around the venue all 
day. There always seemed to be queues of patient children waiting to be transformed 
into their favourite book character and all the volunteers were well prepared for the 
many eager children. 

Publicity for the Family Day was aided by the early arrival of Brian Falkner, who 
visited schools and offered the opportunity to take part in the Storysports 
competition, with winning teams from each school competing on the Family Day. 
Science Alive was also very active in promoting the day, distributing programmes in 
the two weeks prior to the Family Day. Coupled with advertising in the local 
newspapers in the week prior, this pre-publicity resulted in an increase in the number 
of visitors to this years Family Day. 

Participants at Christchurch Family Day were:  

Robyn Belton(illustrator), Ben Brown (author), Margaret Mahy (author), Craig Smith 
(performer), Helen Taylor (illustrator), David Elliot (illustrator), Fleur Beale (author), 
Ken Catran (author), Brian Falkner (author), Paula Green (poet/ author), Katz Cowley 
(illustrator), and Liz Weir (storyteller). 

 

 
Craig Smith, some of the crew from Original Scriptz and Robyn Belton creating a Greedy Cat classic illustration 
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TE WHAEA NATIONAL DANCE AND DRAMA CENTRE, NEWTOWN 

22 AUGUST 

The venue was filled to capacity with crowds of 2,847 people attending over the day.  

A wide cross-section of the community was present (Maori, Pacific, Indian, African 
(Ethiopia), Asian and Pakeha New Zealanders) with families including grandparents, 
extended families and friends bringing children and preschoolers to the event. ESOL 
(English as a Second Language) home tutors accompanied their matched families 
in some cases.  One said  

“I brought other kids who wouldn’t usually be exposed to books this time. They loved 
it too.” 

Possibly because of the presence of Martin 
Baynton of Pukeko Pictures, and Richard Taylor 
of Weta with their preschool TV programme The 
WotWots, the Community Choir and also the 
Baby Rock and Rhyme session, there were 
higher numbers of young children this year; 
although the Weta Workshop display also drew 
many upper primary school children.  

Many families came especially to see The  
WotWots and said this was a highlight of their 
day. 

The most popular room with the public was the Pure Capital Thinking Factopia 
Room. A constant flow of 80 – 120 people occupied the room at any one time all 
day. Activities and crafts in the room as well as consistent programming of 
performances on stage and an engaging MC (Marie Murdoch) ensured the room 
was busy and exciting at all times. Eight crafts were offered. All were popular, with 
Narnia bookmarks running out of materials before lunch due to high demand. 
Children were so delighted by the book-related Superpotamus finger puppets, many 
went directly to talk to Ruth Paul after making them.  

Families reported that they enjoyed storyteller Ruth Pasi from Zimbabwe who told 
ethnic tales from Africa and was accompanied by a drummer and a song and dance 
troupe of children and young people of African decent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities and performances requiring audience participation were especially 
appreciated by the crowds in the Pure Capital Thinking Factopia room. A 
performance by the Wellington Children’s Community Choir drew enthusiastic 
crowds who joined in with dancing and action songs from other countries. The Baby 

 
Wotty Wot together - Martin and Richard  

 
Dance troupe 
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Rock and Rhyme Session was equally popular. Cartoonist Darryl Crimp talked 
about his books, his art and fishing as he cartooned on stage and Apirana Taylor 
enthralled and involved everyone with his tales. 

Alison Ballance was resident author in  this 
room, assisting with bird-making  crafts and 
speaking on stage about wildlife migration and 
her book Dancing with Cranes. She also gave 
out spot prizes of bird puppets and co-
presented with Melody McLauchlin from 
Rimutaka Forest Trust who showed and 
allowed children to handle a stuffed kiwi, a kiwi 
egg and a radio tracking device. 

The opportunity to gain a broader 
understanding of the plight of refugees and 
migrants was offered to Wellingtonians 
attending Family Day through a  migrant theme in Pure Capital Thinking Factopia 
room. This was supported by a video display by Capital E based in the room which 
consisted of digital footage from Capital E’s video archives and featured migrant 
children describing their experiences. Families visiting had the opportunity to record 
their own oral stories on video in another area, to be added to Capital E’s digital 
archives; up to 20 families did so throughout the day. 

Storylines’ illustration and writing competition was also based in the Pure Capital 
Thinking Factopia room and literacy in a number of forms (oral, aural, visual, writing 
and reading) was encouraged through all the activities presented. 

A high level of interactivity as well as a multicultural and inclusive programme meant 
children and families were delighted all day. Benefits to the community were the 
provision of quality, free, family-based entertainment that involved, included and 
engaged them in their family histories, their stories and the stories of others in their 
community.  

Added to this, a focus on reading stories in 
Te Reo Maori in the Scholastic Books Out 
Loud room and a display of books in Braille 
meant visiting families were exposed to 
reading and language in a much wider 
sense. 

Thanks to the Wellington Committee which 
was ably led by co-ordinator Adele Jackson. 
All freely gave their time and knowledge to 
bring together a wonderful Family Day in 
Wellington. 

Participants at Wellington Family Day were: Alison Balance (author), Martin Baynton 
(author) & Richard Taylor (Weta Workshop)Fifi Colston (author), Joy Cowley 
(author), Daryl Crimp (illustrator), Melanie Drewery (author), Ruth Pasi (storyteller), 
Ruth Paul (author/ illustrator), Apirana Taylor (storyteller), Scott Tulloch (author/ 
illustrator), Fraser Williamson (illustrator). 

 

 

 
Alison Ballance with the family tree  

 
Joy Cowley signs books  
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THE CENTRE, KERIKERI 
29 AUGUST 
 
2009 was the second Storylines Family Day in Kerikeri and the first one held at The 
Centre, Kerikeri. This year’s event (held in alternative years between Whangarei and 
Kerikeri) was brought together by National Library Kerikeri Coordinator Jeannie 
Skinner and her stalwart committee.  An army of volunteers banded together to 
ensure the day was a great success and were in full force on the day – teachers, 
parents, Rotary Waipapa, Kerikeri High School students…all gave their time and 
resources.  

An estimated 1200+ people attended, with most 
people coming from the wider Kerikeri/ Bay of 
Islands area, though people also came from  
the Hokianga, the Far North – Kaitaia and up 
the peninsula – as well as from Paihia and 
Kaikohe. There were competition entries from 
Oturu and Awanui in Kaitaia, as well as 
Matawaia Kohanga Reo and other remote 
areas. 

 It was busy from beginning to end. A decision 
to extend the Kerikeri Family Day by an 
additional hour was reflected in all areas within The Centre continuing to be busy 
throughout the day. An additional influx of children was noticed at around 11am, a 
traditional time for children’s sports being completed. 

The audience represented a wide range of 
people of all ages. Although catering 
predominantly for primary school aged children, 
the Family Day also attracted a lot of 
preschoolers, and some teenagers attended the 
day. 

The venue was ideal for the event – all-weather, 
plenty of parking, a variety of spaces, good 
facilities, and the Centre staff and Trustees were 
supportive and encouraging. For some people it 

was the first time they had been to an event at this local venue. Local businesses 
readily supported various activities e.g. the music from local band A Trifle Bazaar, 
the magician, and supplies and materials. This support is invaluable and contributes 
to the local feel of the day. This contribution also highlights the importance that the 
community places on children and literature. 

Thanks also to the schools who took on responsibility for managing various aspects 
of the day. The activities were varied and plentiful again this year and  included 
making a collage like Eric Carle’s Very Hungry Caterpillar with tissue paper, making 
a bookmark, origami, kite making /manu with Harko Brown, traditional Maori string 
games and Mu Torere plus many more book-based activities. 

 
 
 

 
Crafts galore  

 
A Trifle Bazaar  
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Costumes were a great hit and the different characters were varied and added to 
the atmosphere of the day. Drama students from Kerikeri High School were rostered 
to wear the costumes through the day and did a brilliant job of being the characters 
and interacting with the children. Many children and adults also dressed up, and the 
parades around the courtyard and through the activity room were wonderful. Spot 
and Clifford couldn’t resist a tummy rub from many of their adoring fans.  

Throughout the day the writers and illustrators were accessible to answer questions 
and talk one-on-one with their fans. For some, receiving a drawing or autograph was 
a highlight to the day. Factopia proved to be a huge hit where many non-fiction 
activities proved educational and interactive. Maria Gill’s exploding volcano stole 
much of the limelight but there were also various volcano and ocean activities, a 
marine reserves electronic matching game, drawing NZ birds, endangered birds, 
pests and predators, dog breeds activity and a map of NZ place names activity. 

Comments included:  

“What a lovely fun and educative 
experience for our family on Saturday at 
the Centre. Many thanks for your parts in 
making it happen” Kerikeri High School 
Teacher 

“Many thanks for a fantastic day, you and 
your team did a fantastic job and 
everything looked so well organised. Nice 
to see lots of hands-on activities for 
children” Stephanie, Storytime 

Already the Far North District is looking forward to the next event! 

Thanks to Jeannie Skinner and to the Kerikeri Committee who were instrumental in 
organising the Family Day in Northland. 

Participants at Kerikeri Family Day were: Lesley Dowding (storyteller), Maria Gill 
(author), Dylan Horrocks (author/ illustrator), Kyle Mewburn (author), Bruce Potter 
(illustrator). 

 

 

 
Crowds for the crafts  

 
A belly rub for Clifford  
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Aotea Centre 
30 AUGUST 
 
The 16th Auckland Family Day was held at the Aotea Centre, THE EDGE® in central 
Auckland and attracted an enthusiastic crowd, eager to experience and take part in 
the activities on offer. A team of close to 120 volunteers, coordinated by Anne 
Coppell, were again well versed on how to assist families to find the many craft 
activities, the different rooms with their guest speakers and help run the myriad of 
interactive activities. The well-practiced face painters  and directions for just about 
anything that was happening anywhere. Without the support and input from the 
volunteers the day would not have been made possible – so many thanks goes to 
all the volunteers who gave up their ‘sleep in day’ to help in an array of different 
areas and bring the magic of books alive to so many children in the Auckland 
region. 

 

Hachette Children’s Artists in Action  

Artists creating illustrations before your eyes  
is always a huge draw card and this year 
the illustrators Gallery again proved very 
popular with children wanting to know more 
about the process of creating a illustration. 
The participating artists were only too happy 
to share their wealth of knowledge with 
young (and older) apiring artists who posed 
thought-provoking questions. They also 
provided, in some cases, a personalised 
memento for their admirer to take away with 
them.  

The Comic Zone was also well visited throughout the day, with many children 
having a go at creating their own comic. Dylan Horrocks and Steve Saville were on 
hand to assist, and to answer any questions. 

 

Bookworks (Art and craft activities) 

Five craft stations spread over all five levels of 
the Aotea Centre were once again co-ordinated 
by Barbara Evans. They provided 12 different 
activities with more than 3900 individual pieces 
of craft created over the course of the day. Each 
of the activities was planned around books 
bythe participating authors and illustrators. 
Some of the many activities included:  

My Brown Bear Barney Zone (who also turned 
21 and celebrated with a cake and singing) 

picnic baskets, bears ears, finger puppets, walking bears and origami bear faces; 
making your own badge, a book mark; creating your own book – with the choice of a 

 
Bruce Potter creates a new piece 

 
Lots of people for the crafts  
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sewn book, rubber band book or even a paper bag book. Many happy faces were 
seen leaving with a new book or bookmark firmly held in one hand. 

Another activity was to create written “bubble messages” for Margaret Mahy, most 
of which were given to Margaret towards the end of the day, at her request. 

 

Pure Capital Thinking Books Alive 
Book certainly came alive in the performance area. Drama performances were 
presented and the room was filled to capacity for most of the day. Angela Soutar 
coordinated the Books Alive room and liaised for months in advance with the 
schools and drama groups about their interpretations of the books. Books to be 
adapted for performance were chosen to represent the authors present at the family 
day. One parent reportedly said that she stayed all afternoon because of the quality 
of the performances. She was not the only one; many people returned for different 
performances and others were just happy to wait till the next performance. This is a 
clear indicator that this year’s drama groups had put a lot of time and effort into their 
performances. It was a real treat and thrill for both the writers to watch their books 
come to life and for the drama groups to meet the author of their books at the 
completion of performances.  

Also appearing were professional theatre troupe PERFORM! who supported the 
Storylines Family Days by bringing their show, based on finalists in the NZ Post 
Book Awards, to the events in Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch. 

 

Penguin Factopia 
An interactive seascape, an exploding volcano and a vast array of activities were 
just some of the exciting activities that Penguin Factopia had to offer this year. 

Margaret Fitzgibbon again coordinated this non fiction room, which never seemed to 
have a quiet time throughout the day, with the assistance from a number of 
volunteers and organisations.  

Youthtown again provided a team and resources for non-fiction activities. These 
included print-making using basalt. Exploring the Auckland Museum Discovery area 
offered the opportunity to touch and feel many different textures and shapes and 
proved most enjoyable and intriguing for all. 

Each of the authors or illustrators had their own area decorated with the theme from 
their books and were busy for most of the day. The stuffed predators and birds in 
both Maria Gill’s and Nic Vallance’s areas were a real talking point and visitors to 
that area enjoyed being able to touch them.  

 
YouthTown  

 
Maria Gill's volcano explodes  
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Heather Arnold and Vivienne Lingard demonstrated how they illustrate non-fiction 
books and people were really interested to talk to them and see them working, as 
well as to study their many  illustrations on display. One fortuitous coincidence saw 
the preserved rat which Heather Arnold had used for one of her illustrations in the 
Rangitoto book, on display in Nic Vallance’s area. 

A photographic interactive seascape created by Darryl Torckler inspired many 
children to create their own seascape. This colourful and lively display enabled 
Darryl to talk with the children about the different kinds of fish and where they live as 
well as to talk about his photography. 

�

Heritage Hotels Book Talk Zone 
The launch of Storyline’ “Literature Live” videos heralded the start of a very busy 
day for the Heritage Hotel Book Talk Zone volunteers. A series of fantastic guests 
spoke to eager audiences about their work and inspiration. A highlight was Martin 
Baynton and Richard Taylor, whose international experience and national 
recognition prompted a number of interesting questions from the audience.  

 

Scholastic Books Out Loud Room 
“Just one more story please” seemed to be 
the common theme as families exiting the 
hugely popular read aloud room.  Writers 
and celebrities read stories to crowds who 
were more than comfortable sitting on the 
massed cushions. So inviting was the room 
that some children had refused to leave, 
wanting to stay for ‘just one more story’ from 
the storytellers, who brought books and 
stories alive with  passionate and evocative 
readings 

 

Borders Books Break Out 
The books were launched in this area included the Storylines Joy Cowley Award 
2008 winner, Tiny Miss Dott and her Dotty Umbrella by Michelle Osment and Sarah 
Nelisiwe Anderson, which drew an appreciative  audience. Also launched was the 
latest “Little Yellow Digger” book, The Little Yellow Digger and the Bones, by Alan 
and Betty Gilderdale who are seasoned professionals at launching new books. 

 

 

We extend our thanks to every group, sponsor, stall holder, volunteer and 
participant adds their piece to the puzzle to create a truly wonderful day celebrating 
what New Zealand writers, illustrators and storytellers have to offer to the world! 

Throughout the entire building, over the whole of the day, between 12,000 – 15,000 
people attended this year’s festival. Such a huge number of people highlights the 

 
Margaret Mahy draws a crowd  
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community’s demand for and awareness of children’s literature and literacy in New 
Zealand.  

Special thanks to all the volunteers and the Stroylines Festival Committee who, by 
giving their time and expertise, created a family day that was enjoyable, exciting and 
celebrated by so many. 

Participants at Auckland Family Day were: Penelope Todd (author), Dawn McMillan 
(author), Kyle Mewburn (author), Maria Gill (author), Dylan Horrocks (author/ 
illustrator), Bruce Potter (illustrator), Lesley Dowding (storyteller), Brian Falkner 
(author), Sandra Morris (illustrator), Michelle Osment (author), Brendan Osment 
(illustrator), Sarah Nelisiwe Anderson (illustrator), Dorothy Butler (author), Elizabeth 
Fuller (illustrator), Margaret Mahy (author), Ross Kinnaird (illustrator), Heather 
Arnold (illustrator), Ben Galbraith (illustrator), Melinda Szymanik (author), Philip 
Webb (illustrator), Elisabeth Pulford (author), Martin Baynton (author), Richard 
Taylor (Weta Workshop), Steve Saville (illustrator), Paula Green (poet/ author), Kiri 
Lightfoot (author), Martin Crump (author), Lyn Kriegler (author), Vivienne Lingard 
(illustrator), Peter Millet (author), Nicola Vallance (author) 
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