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INTRODUCTION 
 
The 17th annual Storylines Festival of New Zealand Children’s Writers and Illustrators has 
again created a literary whirlwind around New Zealand, reaching thousands of New 
Zealanders, both young and old, who experienced – and enjoyed – the depth and diversity 
of New Zealand’s children’s literature. This year Storylines again provided a platform for 
children and adults to experience the outstanding quality of work New Zealand offers: 
challenging, innovative and culturally diverse. As well as offering a great networking 
opportunity for the authors, illustrators, photographers, storytellers and performers who take 
part, the Storylines Festival offers an opportunity to meet the children who inspire and for 
whom they create their stories.  
 
This year’s festival included four cities: Whangarei, Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch. 
Each year the Festival continues to grow and strengthen, with the support of many 
sponsors and funders – and of the volunteers in each centre who dedicate days, if not 
weeks, of their time to ensuring the success of the free Family Days.  
 
The Storylines Festival aims to reach and impact on as many children and their families as 
possible, by not only holding the Family Days, but also, in Auckland and Northland, visiting 
schools and early childhood centre’s in the week prior, and providing all children, regardless 
of social or economic circumstances, the opportunity to enjoy the stories and books and to 
meet those who have created these for them.  
 
The Festival is promoted widely through a mailout to the vast majority of schools within 
each region where the Family Days are held, as well as through brochures and posters 
distributed to retailers, libraries and community centre’s; print and radio advertising; and by 
ensuring that communities are reached through electronic newsletters, e-cards, and listings 
on online networking and events sites. And of course, through our participating booksellers, 
all of whom provide great support in distributing information about the Family Days to their 
customers and networks. 
 
The support shown to the festival by sponsors and funders, and by the hundreds of 
volunteers who return year after year, is a reflection of their shared commitment to the 
importance of continuing to spread the joy of reading, particularly New Zealand literature, 
and the impact of stories on all our lives. Such experiences promise a life-long treasure 
through a direct and intimate connection with books. 
�
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An intimate, informal gathering to welcome the Auckland Story Tour participants was 
hosted by Heritage Hotel, Auckland. Storylines Festival committee members, sponsors and 
trustees, along with the Heritage Hotel management, welcomed the participants after their 
second exhausting day of the Auckland Story Tour. This gathering provided the opportunity 
for the participants to get to know each other a little better, compare notes after the second 
day of the tour and meet key members of the Storylines committee. It also allowed us to 
greet and acknowledge our sponsors and funders and we were delighted many of them 
were able to attend. 
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The beginning of day one was full of anticipation and 
enthusiasm as the StoryTour van left their Heritage 
Auckland accommodation with participants – and a 
navigator – on board. This year six participants – 
talented authors, illustrators and a performer – 
gathered early to depart for the first school in the 
annual Auckland StoryTour. These groups 
maintained an impressive schedule, visiting schools 
in Auckland, North Shore, Waitakere and Manukau from Monday to Thursday. They were 
joined by an additional group of six authors and illustrators for the final day of the StoryTour 
that took in both Rodney and Papakura/Franklin on Friday. This allowed for all parts of the 
Auckland region to benefit from the StoryTour. Rosemary Tisdall, Auckland StoryTour Co-
ordinator, was at the helm for the first time this year. We also appreciated the assistance of 
National Library advisors and a Duffy Books in Homes co-ordinator, who assisted Rosemary 
to contact, brief and communicate very successfully with the large number of schools and 
early childhood centre’s which applied to take part.  
 

This year, the drivers and navigators travelled over 650 kilometres around the Auckland 
region, visiting 53 schools and early childhood centres and reaching over 12,000 students. 
There was an overall impression of genuine delight from the children at each of the host 
schools and early childhood centres – and reciprocal delight from the visiting authors and 
illustrators who appreciated the warm welcome at schools, and the wonderful interest from 
their young audiences. Many of the schools also hosted neighbouring schools and their 
local early childhood centre. Feedback shows that this year many of the schools had not 
previously received a visit by the StoryTour; they appreciated the opportunity for their 
students to be able to meet, listen and ask questions of their guest speakers. Who can 
know how a word or statement one of visitors made the day the Story Tour came to their 
school could change a child’s life? Schools report that the authors’ and illustrators’ visits 
were inspirational for readers – and for future generations of authors/ illustrators. 
 

In preparation for the visit at many of the schools, books by the visitors had been read to 
the children. Displays varied from signs on the public notice board at the gate, to books 
arranged with biographies and photographs of the visitors for all the children to access. A 
powhiri at one school was especially moving as it was led by the children and beautifully 
prepared. The visitors responded with a song that had been practised in the van. A hongi 
for every child/ visitor completed the welcome. 

 
Tracy Duncan and Melanie Drewery visit 
Kelston Deaf Education Centre with James  
Bichan, NZSL interpreter 
Photo credit: Anderina McLean 
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The audience size and age ranges varied 
significantly from school to school and the 
participants adapted easily to each group regardless 
of whether they were talking to a small intimate 
class of selected students or to the entire school in 
the hall. Many thanks go to the writers and 
illustrators who participated and who adapted to 
these different environments each day. Their 
willingness to talk with the children and answer their 
questions (which were many and varied) was 
greatly appreciated by the teachers and all involved 
in the visit. 
                 

Our grateful thanks also go to the schools that provided lunches, morning teas and 
undoubtedly many cups of tea/ coffee for their visitors, who greatly appreciated this break 
during a very exhausting day. 
 

Schools and early childhood centre’s were selected 
from applications received requesting a visit from the 
StoryTour van. Application forms were sent to 
schools and early childhood centres via email, with 
forms also available for download on the Storylines 
website. Selecting the appropriate schools included 
considering location, decile rating and taking into 
account any previous visits made by the StoryTour.  
Unfortunately we received more applications than we 
could visit over the week, so some applications have 
been held over for a possible visit next year. Any 

schools or early childhood centre’s wishing to be considered for 2011 are welcome to 
contact us at any time before May next year, when we start planning in detail. 
 
Special thanks to the volunteer drivers and navigators who so skillfully drove through the 
Auckland traffic (avoiding the countless road works), ensuring that their passengers were 
safe and that the guest speakers arrived at their schools on time. 
 
Participants involved in the Auckland StoryTour were:  
Sarona Aiono-Iosefa (author), Melanie Drewery (author), Tracy Duncan (author/ illustrator), 
Craig Smith (performer), James Norcliffe (author), Trish Gribben (non-fiction author), Tessa 
Duder (author) 
 
Friday participants: Tania Roxborogh (author), Gavin Bishop (illustrator), Bruce Potter 
(illustrator), Dylan Horrocks (Graphic Novel Illustrator), Sally Sutton (author), John Parker 
(author) 
 

�
�
�
�
�
�

 
Tessa Duder and Bruce Potter at Whangaparaoa  
College 

 
Melanie Drewery at Kelston Deaf Education 
Centre with James Bichan, NZSL interpreter 
Photo credit: Anderina McLean 
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The Northland StoryTour van departed a cloudy Auckland early on Thursday morning to 
begin the drive to the beautiful Northland district, where the first of the Northland schools 
would be visited. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 

 
 
 
 

         
            

Rosemary Tisdall also coordinated the Northland StoryTour this year, with visits on day one 
around the Dargaville district; day two was spent visiting schools in Whangarei. Thirteen 
schools were visited over the two days with many excited children warmly welcoming their 
guests. Although many of the schools had smaller student numbers than their big city 
counterparts, this did not diminish their enthusiasm towards their guest speakers and the 
visitors’ time at these schools was immensely rewarding. Although the weather on the 
Friday was not the best, this did not put a dampener on the visits around the Whangarei 
district.  
 
Participants spoke to a range of ages and group sizes, with approximately 1500 students 
being reached in the Northland district over the two day StoryTour.  
  
Thanks to the schools that provided morning tea and lunch for their guests, which the guest 
speakers appreciated. And special thanks to Ann Dickson, who generously volunteered her 
time and driving skills as the Northland driver for the two days. 
 
Participants on the Northland Story Tour were:  
Tim Tipene (author), Donovan Bixley (illustrator), Janine McVeagh (author), Diana Menefy 
(author). 
 
�
�

 
Donovan Bixley 
Photo Credit: Ann Dickson 

 
Donovan Bixley 
Photo credit: Ann Dickson 
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This year 14 workshops were held in the Auckland region, where children were given the 
opportunity to gain expert tuition from some of the country’s leading writers and illustrators 
as workshop leaders. Auckland, North Shore, Rodney, Franklin and Manukau all hosted 
two workshops, with Waitakere hosting an additional two.  An author and illustrator in each 
area led a practical workshop for a maximum of 20 children for 1.5 hours, with the content 
of each workshop developed for a specific age range. Being able to progress a piece of 
writing or create a piece of art under the guidance of someone with experience and 
expertise in the publishing industry is inspirational to say the least. Gaining expert tuition 
and ideas from these workshop leaders results in the workshops being both beneficial and 
rewarding for all involved. 
 

The workshops were $15 per person each workshop (this included all materials), with some 
schools and individuals sponsoring talented children to attend. These children may not 
have been able to attend otherwise. Advance bookings for the workshops, made online 
through the Storylines website, allowed for most of the workshops to be well attended.  
 

Writing Workshops  
Janice Marriot  (Auckland)  Making Your Friends Laugh   20 attendees 
Jill Marshall (Manukau)  The Perfect Plot    16 attendees 
John Parker (North Shore)  Grow and Grab    20 attendees 
Trish Gribben (Franklin)  Blast Off!       4 attendees 
Lorraine Orman (Rodney)  Creating Characters      6 attendees 
Tania Roxborogh (Waitakere) Now What?     20 attendees 
Sally Sutton (Waitakere)  Abracadabra!       9 attendees 
 

Illustration Workshops 
Sandra Morris  (Auckland)  Making a Nature Journal   20 attendees 
Dylan Horrocks (Manukau)  Give Comics A Try    20 attendees 
Dave Gunson (North Shore)  Wildlife Stuff     20 attendees 
Bruce Potter (Franklin)  Liven up Your Cartoon Characters  12 attendees 
Fraser Williamson (Rodney)  Bring It To Life Will Ya!     7 attendees 
Gavin Bishop (Waitakere)  In the Rough       9 attendees 
Heather Arnold (Waitakere)  Working with Colour       5 attendees 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 Special thanks to Melanie McVeigh, who coordinated the workshops, and to the volunteers 
at the venues throughout Auckland who so generously volunteered their time. 

 
Tania Roxborogh and Gavin Bishop 
Photo Credit: Melanie McVeigh 

 
Gavin Bishop meets the members of his workshop 
Photo Credit: Melanie McVeigh 
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Christchurch was cloudy with patchy drizzle for its 
third Family Day, but children flocked to the Town 
Hall with their families in numbers significantly larger 
than the previous year – an estimated 4000 children 
and their parents visited throughout the day. It was 
wonderful to see such a high level of interest in terms 
of visitor numbers; the venue was full for most of the 
day. 
 

This is the third year Christchurch has hosted a Family Day and the Christchurch Town Hall 
was the chosen as the venue for the second time this year. A new member of Storylines, 
Fiona Russell, undertook the task of Christchurch Regional Coordinator and, with the 
assistance of a supportive and proactive committee of Te Tai Tamariki members behind her, 
the Family Day has continued to grow and reach a greater number of families than in 
previous years.  
 

The Elmwood School Kapa Haka Group, who performed haka and waiata to begin the 
Family Day, were warmly received by the audience. This was a great way to start the day.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 
We observed that the number of grandparents who attended with their grandchildren and 
who thoroughly enjoyed the interactive and sometimes challenging activities continues to 
grow. There was also a noted increase in the cultural diversity of the visitors attending, with 
performances and craft activities relating directly to the cultural diversity of the community. 
A team of 75 volunteers pledged their time to paint faces, assist with craft activities, staff 
the Welcome Desk, collect competition entries, and act as minders for participating authors, 
illustrators and performers. The contribution of these volunteers was significant, and it is 
their efforts both leading up to the event and on the day that ensured its success. 
 
The 	%�-�'"+�%�.--&"��$+��-$� area was also well patronised all day, with many return visits from 
those wanting to hear “just one more story” from the extremely popular authors and 
volunteers who read aloud. The guest readers enthralled their audience with stories from 
well known and loved books and some lesser known titles. Comfortable cushions here also 
provided an area that allowed for a little quiet time to relax – away from the hustle and bustle 
of the main activity areas.  The use of a sound system ensured that even the softest of 
voices could be heard. 
 

�
Photo credit: Scott Squire 

 
Members of the Elmwood School Kapa Haka Group             Photo Credit: Jenny Hill  
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���������� !"�.--&"�-/�.--&0-�&"  (arts and crafts) was a very 
popular activity choice for all ages and the team chosen 
to look after this area, all teachers, provided some great 
book-related interactive activities. Being able to glue, tie, 
colour, sellotape, cut-out and create your own book or 
bookmark certainly proved very popular. Many parents 
also joined in with the children, helping to create some 
truly original masterpieces. Creating your own Magpie 
bookmark or having a go at paper engineering was fun 
for all involved. 
 
 

The �'%��++���1���+�"+"�� ��%+�-  zone allowed budding illustrators to meet and talk with the ever-
popular illustrators. Being able to talk to Katz Cowley, Gavin Bishop or create a cartoon with 
Ross Kinnaird was a highlight for many. The illustrators were in constant contact with visitors 
viewing their illustrations and approaching them for autographs and a moment’s discussion. 
Also present in this area were the local Storylines Gavin Bishop Award finalists for 2009. 
Hachette NZ provided an area where visitors were able to create their own illustrations. This 
proved to be extremely popular and was a steady hive of activity throughout the day. 
 

#$����'/�+'��
�� &� 2�)'%+-/�'  adopted a conservation theme in 
2010, and included displays and interactive activities that 
expanded many visitors’ knowledge of threats to our borders 
and what we can do to protect our shores from pests that 
threaten our economy and environment.  MAF staff were on 
hand to answer many interesting and intriguing questions. 
The theme was continued in the display and interactive 
connection of Feana Tu’akoi’s What is a .....? series of books. 
Photos provided by local wildlife photographer, Jan Taylor, 
provided the perfect backdrop. A mobile exhibit was provided 
by Science Alive, where “Packing Parcels” truly tested many 
visitors’ skills and knowledge about spatial awareness. This 
was hugely popular with young and old alike. 
 
 
 


���.-����"�.--&"����3�  area had to increase its seating capabilities 
throughout the day, as it catered for many performances, 
storytellers and book launches. The diversity of the programme and 
the area itself was extremely popular, with some visitors staying in 
their seats for a number of the guest speakers and performers, only 
leaving to replenish their refreshments. Apirana Taylor was a firm 
favourite for the day and had the children and parents in stitches!  
         

Face Painting was a hit – there were six stations and the helpers 
were busy all day, which resulted in lots of cats, butterflies and other 
animals wandering around the venue. There always seemed to be 
queues of very patient children waiting to get their favourite animal 
painted on their face and all the volunteers were well prepared for 
the many eager children.    

 
 
The Breedy Brothers explore Factopia 
Photo Credit: Scott Squire 
 

 
 
Clarissa Clark creates her mask 
Photo credit: Scott Squire 

�

�  
   Photo Credit: Jenny Hill 
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Boaters Restaurant, with its unusual floor plan, 
provided the ideal area for the youth performance 
group Original Scripts. Many children were able to sit 
quite close to the performers as they retold, through 
performance, some very well known New Zealand 
books. This was also used as the Scavenger Hunt 
area, with many of the teams including a combination 
of children, their siblings and both parents. The 
interaction by the parents was appreciated by their 
children and the Scavenger Hunt proved to be a great 
success. 
    

               

Advertising for the event was increased with support from The Press, which offered a 
subscriber draw in the two weeks prior to the event. A mailout to schools, brochures 
distributed to retailers, libraries and local community centres, and an email campaign proved 
to be invaluable in contacting the community about the Storylines Family Day. Add to this 
advertising in the local newspapers in the week prior, and the outcome was an increase in 
the number of visitors to this year’s Christchurch Family Day. 
 

Special thanks are due to our Christchurch co-ordinator, Fiona Russell, the committee of Te 
Tai Tamariki members, and Te Tai Tamariki Chairperson Rosemary Bonkowski, whose 
behind the scenes organisation was greatly appreciated. Thanks also to the Christchurch 
volunteers who were up before the birds to ensure Christchurch had a day to remember. 
 

Participants at Christchurch Family Day were:  
Joy Cowley (author), Margaret Mahy (author), Diana Noonan (author), Kyle Mewburn 
(author), Feana Tu’akoi (author), Sandy McKay (author), Joanna Orwin (author), June Peka 
(author), Helen McKinlay (author), Apirana Taylor (storyteller), Craig Smith (performer), Katz 
Cowley (illustrators), Ross Kinnaird (illustrator), Gavin Bishop (illustrator), Neroli Williams 
(illustrator & GB Award Finalist), Sara Acton (illustrator & GB Award Finalist), Stephanie 
Junovich (illustrator & GB Award Finalist) 
 

�
�

      Storylines Christchurch Family Day Participants 2010           Photo credit: Jenny Hill 

 
Hannah White is ready with face painted 
Photo credit: Scott Squire 
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Approximately 2800 people attended throughout the day and 
moved between the two sites despite showery weather. This 
year’s attendance numbers were similar to previous years 
despite a larger, more central venue. Wellington has a very 
multi-cultural community and a good cross-section of the local 
and wider community attended, with visitors from Wellington 
Central and surrounding suburbs, as well as Porirua City, Hutt 
City and Upper Hutt City.    
 

Performances by three school groups and a local dance 
company encouraged attendance from outlying suburbs and 
cities, including extended families and friends. In addition, a 
bus was provided to enable 15 children from Cannons Creek 
School in Porirua, their families and teachers to attend, and 
their performance was presented to a very full and appreciative audience in the Ilott 
Theatre. 
 
The Festival’s return to Wellington central after a three year break was warmly welcomed 
by the community and there is a strong relationship between the two venues for future 
events. 
A Town Cryer, dressed in the Pirate theme, launched the day and was well received by 
those in attendance. Many volunteers had dressed as pirates, which added to the overall 
ambience of the day. 
 
�'%��++���1���+�"+"�� ��%+�-  was well attended by budding illustrators who wanted to meet and 
talk with the illustrators. Being able to talk to David Elliot, Rachel Driscoll or watch Ben 
Galbraith create a digital illustration was a highlight for many. The illustrators were in 
constant demand by the visitors. Also present in this area were the local Storylines Gavin 
Bishop Award finalists. Hachette NZ provided an area where visitors were able to create 
their own illustrations. This proved to be extremely popular and was a steady hive of activity 
throughout the day. 
 
The 	%�-�'"+�%�.--&"��$+��-$� room was part of the “buzz” of the main auditorium and proved to 
be a very popular area for young and old alike. Having a fireplace, cushions, chairs and the 
intimate fairy lights under the gazebo added to the ambience of this area for those who 
wanted to listen the vast array of stories being read aloud. Being able to listen to guest 
readers such as Ruth Paul, Fifi Colston and Diana Neild added to the excitement of being 
able to meet and talk with them at the conclusion. 
 
#$����'/�+'��
�� &� 2�)'%+-/�'!"  non-fiction focus incorporated a collection of interactive activities 
that included making pet rock pocket pets, leaf rubbings, and origami whales. Des Hunt and 
his science experiments proved especially popular with the boys and encouraged some 
intriguing and compelling questions. Also included in Pure Capital Thinking Factopia was a 
fishing activity and a chance to decorate fish.  
 

 
Fleming dressed up 
Photo Credit: Steve Bolt 
 



 11 

.-����"�.--&"����3�  proved a very popular area, with a diverse programme on offer for the 
audience. The adaptation of a popular New Zealand book Watercress Tuna and the 
Children of Cannon Street, Patricia Grace, by Cannons Creek School and the medley of 
New Zealand books including The Wonky Donkey and Old Huhu by Deborah Hale Dance 
were performed to a very full Ilott Theatre. For many families, these performances were the 
highlight of the day and the applause at the end of the show was evidence of that. 
 
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
                

����+'2���-+��"�.--&�
'�&  room, which seats approximately 40 people, was ideal for smaller, 
more intimate presentations. It was popular with visitors from the beginning of the day and 
at times the room was full to overflowing with its appeal. Popular sessions were Charlie 
Holland from Huia Publishers reading in Te Reo Maori and English, Des Hunt’s 
experiments, and Raroa Choir. There was standing room only in many of the sessions. 
 

��+"�' ����'4+"  are always popular with any age group and Fifi 
Colston planned and designed nine craft activities this year, 
each catering for 200individual items; all were extremely 
popular. Each craft activity was pitched carefully so that children 
could participate as much as possible without their parents’ 
assistance, with several activities proving so popular that 
resources were exhausted before the conclusion of the day. 
Folded and funny bookmarks, wildly cool animal bookmarks and 
a delicate pohutukawa flower were just some of the interactive 
activities on offer. Many participated in the enormous sea-
monster, which was being created on the stage in the main hall 
auditorium.  

 

�'/�+'���  hosted the annual Storylines illustrator’s exhibition, 
which was on display for the month of August. Many of the 
exhibitors were part of the Storylines Festival nationwide and this continues to be a popular 
addition to the Family Day. The performance by Thorndon School and additional 
performances by Just Giraffe in the indoor playground were popular with visitors to the 
Family Day. Many thanks to Capital E and its staff for their assistance in offering additional 
arts and crafts, with many families moving between the two venues. 
 
 
 
 

 
Fifi Colston creating a crafty 
masterpiece 
Photo credit: Steve Bolt 

 
Cannons Creek School on stage 
Photo credit: Steve Bolt  

 
Des Hunt presents one of his experiments 
Photo credit: Steve Bolt 
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This year’s advertising efforts were the best yet, from the new banner on Jervois Bridge, to 
the front window library display with the Piggity lights, ads in the papers, editorials and a 
radio interview with Adele Jackson and Ben Galbraith on a local radio station. This proved 
fun for the interviewees and an excellent way of getting word out to younger parents or 
students. 
 
Adele Jackson again performed the role of Wellington regional Coordinator, and was backed 
by the committed Wellington committee, who gave freely of their time and knowledge to 
bring together a wonderful Family Day in Wellington. Thanks to the committee, volunteers 
and everyone involved in the Family Day. 
 
Participants at Wellington Family Day were:  
Fifi Colston (author/ illustrator), Des Hunt (author), Judith Holloway (author), Ruth Paul 
(author), David Elliot (illustrator) Diana Neild (author), Rachel Driscoll (illustrator), Ben 
Galbraith (illustrator), Harriet Bailey (illustrator & winner of Gavin Bishop Award 2010), 
Anna Burns (performer), Catherine Swallow (performer), Moira Wairama (performer), Tony 
Hopkins (performer) 
 

�    
   The Wellington Town Hall Auditorium 
   Photo credit: Steve Bolt 

�

 
Thorndon School and Diana Neild 
Photo credit: Steve Bolt  

 
Diana Neild on stage with the performers 
Photo credit: Steve Bolt 
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Although the day began with a little light drizzle, this 
did not diminish the “carnival” atmosphere of the 
Family Day, with the clouds giving way to a beautiful, 
sunny day by mid-morning. 2010 was the second time 
a Storylines Family Day had been held at the 
Whangarei Central Library and the first year that the 
Family Day had expanded to include the Old Library 
Arts Centre. This year’s event was brought together by 
Whangarei Central Library Children’s Services 
Librarian Sue Scott and her volunteer committee 
(many of whom were involved in the first Whangarei 
Family Day in 2008), who banded together to ensure 
the day was a great success.  
 
 
An estimated 2000+ people from the Whangarei district attended the Family Day. It was 
busy right from the beginning of the day through to the end. The Whangarei Brass Band 
signalled the start of the opening ceremony which included short speeches by 
representatives of the Whangarei District Council, Whangarei Libraries and Storylines. It was 
all masterfully MC’d by the “Ringmaster” for the day. 

 
The two venues were in a central location and ideal for this event – favourable for any 
weather, and with plenty of parking, variety of spaces and good facilities. The cross section 
of visitors was varied and a wide range of people of all ages came along to join in the 
interactive activities. Although catering predominantly for primary school aged children, 
there were also a lot of preschoolers and some teenagers taking part, nearly all attending 
with their entire families. 
 
Book-themed costumes worn by some volunteers were a great hit and there was a great 
variety of different book characters all around the venue. A warm welcome by the 
Ringmaster at the welcome desk added to the atmosphere for the day. 
 
With activities/ zones spread over the two venues, hard choices were made by those 
visiting. In the main library the Writers’ Zone and Panel had a steady stream of visitors 
throughout the day, with the authors accessible to answer questions and talk one-on-one 
with their fans.  
 
The ����+'2���-+��"�.--&�
'�&�'��'  was also popular with a mix of authors talking openly and 
honestly about their work, inspirations and where many of them derive their ideas from. 
Talks by Tessa Duder, Diana Menefy, Chris Gurney and Janine McVeagh were greatly 
enjoyed by the audience. Being able to interact directly with the speakers and having the 
opportunity to get answers to many questions proved popular. Performances also drew 
large crowds. 
 
 

 
 
The”carnival” atmosphere at Whangarei Central  
Library 
Photo credit: Chris Schreuder 
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	%�-�'"+�%�.--&"��$+��-$�, which had an intimate feel to it as a fairy grotto, was hosted in the 
main library. Many of the guest readers had an attentive audience, whose enjoyment of the 
books being read aloud was evident on their faces. Familiar faces came back to listen to a 
number of stories throughout the day. 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The arts and crafts area gave many the opportunities to create their own book, or use their 
imagination to create a wonderful bookmark or bookworm. This area is very popular and a 
constant audience was in attendance for most of the day. 
 

#$����'/�+'��
�� &� 2�)'%+-/�'� was hosted in the Old Library Arts Centre, where a vast array of 
interactive and educational activities had been planned for children of all ages. These non-
fiction activities were designed to help children learn about the world around them, animals 
and themselves. Activities included measuring their own weight and height, magnifying and 
identifying insects with microscopes, exploring medicine, matching sounds to pictures and 
completing the timeline about what happened when and where. These activities were 
designed for all age groups to participate in and proved to be popular with a number of 
visitors savouring the activities to the fullest. Parents were also encouraged to participate 
and there was a lot of encouragement and interaction between children and their parents. 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
  
 
 
 
 

�'%��++���1���+�"+"�� ��%+�-  played host to Donovan Bixley who was 
very popular with the children with his interactive style of 
drawing. Many children used their imagination to create their 
own “bug bus” on the mural that was started, using crayons, pencils and pens to complete 
their illustration. The mural created will be put on display at the Central Library shortly. The 
illustration exhibition provided the perfect backdrop for the Hachette NZ Artist in Action 
room, of which the mural was the central piece. 

 
 
Many questions for Tessa Duder to answer 
Photo credit: Chris Schreuder 
 

 
 
Tessa Duder reads to an appreciative audience 
Photo credit: Chris Schreuder 

 
Exploring Pure Capital Thinking Factopia 
Photo credit: Chris Schreuder 

 
X-rays in Pure Capital Thinking Factopia 
Photo Credit: Chris Schreuder 

 
What a feather looks like close up 
Photo credit: Chris Schreuder 
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The performance area in the middle of the Arts Centre 
proved to be incredibly popular. A staged reading by 
Julian Wilson and Denise Snoad of Margaret Mahy’s The 
Man Whose Mother was a Pirate bought to life a well-
known and popular book. Robert Pollack’s production of 
Old Huhu’s Favourite Tales, bought to life some newer 
titles that included Old Huhu, The Word Witch and Joy 
Cowley’s Snake and Lizard. The Northland Youth 
Theatre were fantastic in their performances and were 
well rewarded by the rapturous applause from the 
audience. 

 
As always the face painters had a steady line of children waiting their turn to have their face 
changed into their favourite book character before heading out into the Plaza to try their 
hand at some activities in the sun. 
 
Thanks to Sue Scott, the Whangarei Committee and the many volunteers who were 
instrumental in organising the event in Northland. 
 
Participants at Whangarei Family Day were:  
Chris Gurney (author), Tessa Duder (author), Tim Tipene (author), Donovan Bixley 
(illustrator), Janine McVeagh (author), Diana Menefy (author), Denise Snoad (performer), 
Julian Wilson (performer), Bill Worsfold (performer), Kath Worsfold (performer) 
 

 
 
      Participants in the Storylines Northland Family Day    Photo credit: Chris Schreuder 

�

 
Julian Wilson and Denise Snoad entertain 
Photo credit: Chris Schreuder 
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The 17th annual Auckland Family Day was held at the Aotea Centre, The Edge, in central 
Auckland and attracted an enthusiastic crowd, who were eager to experience and take part 
in all the activities on offer. A team 100+ volunteers, coordinated by Anne Coppell, again 
offered a wide range of craft activities, assisted at different rooms with their guest speakers 
and myriad of interactive activities, took their turn as one of the well-practiced face painters  
and offered directions for just about anything that was happening anywhere. Without the 
support and input from these volunteers the day would not have been possible – so many 
thanks go to all who gave up their “sleep-in day” to help in the different areas and bring the 
magic of books alive to so many children from the Auckland region. 
 
This year, we were pleased to be able to offer free buses to schools for families who, 
lacking transport may otherwise not have been able to attend the family day. Many children 
and their families attended in groups and thoroughly enjoyed all that was on offer.  
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Artists creating illustrations before your eyes is always a huge draw card and this year the  
Hachette Children’s Artists in Action gallery again proved very popular, with children 
wanting to know more about the process of creating an illustration. The participating artists 
were only too happy to share their knowledge with young fans that posed some thought-
provoking questions and presented some of their own artwork for critique by the 

professionals. Some of the artists also provided a 
personalised memento for a lucky admirer or two to take 
away with them.  
 
The Comic Zone was well visited throughout the day, with 
many children turning their hand to creating their own 
comic. On hand was Dylan Horrocks, who gave advice 
and guidance to the next generation of graphic novel 
creators. 
 


����-�-+�6�.$+����������� !"�.--&"�-/�.--&0-�&"  (Art and craft activities) 
Seven craft and activity stations were coordinated by Sarah Fordyce 
and provided different activities, with more than 2800 different and 
individual pieces of craft created over the course of the day. Each of 
the activities was planned around books by the participating authors 
and illustrators. Some of the many crafts and activities included:  

� Creating your own individual and personalised badge,  
� a book mark  
� Using your imagination to make your own book from a choice 

of three – a sewn book, rubber band book or even a paper bag 
book.  

The choices that Sarah and her team provided proved very popular 
and many happy faces were seen leaving with a new book mark 
firmly held in one hand. The simplicity of some the activities was appreciated by younger 
visitors, while older children were able to undertake more complex versions. There was an 
activity for every age group. 

 
Dylan Horrocks talks comics with Abe 
Photo credit: Marcelle Walden 

 
Emma Jorgenson creates a  
Masterpiece 
Photo credit: Marcelle Walden         
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The Calligraphers were busy for most of the day, 
impeccably naming children’s bookmarks, which no 
doubt will be cherished for years to come. Many 
children also turned their hand at using the MOTAT 
printing press. After patiently preparing their 
individual plates, the chance to them print them 
onto a bookmark ensured that the printing press 
had a continual line of children waiting. It was a 
great day although an extremely busy day from a 
craft perspective.                                                                                                                                                   
�

.-����"�.--&"����3�� (Performances)�����������������������������������������������������   �
Drama performances were presented throughout the day and the room was filled to 
capacity for most of the time. The room flowed well with most of the performances starting 
on time – credit to Michelle Hesketh, who co-ordinated the Books Alive room and liaised 
with the drama groups about their interpretations of the books. The books were chosen to 
coincide with the authors present at the Family Day. Many of the school and recreational 
drama groups had put considerable time and effort into their performances and the value of 
this was evident by the appreciative faces of the audience. For authors to watch their books 
come to life and for the drama groups to meet the author of their books at the completion of 
the performance was a treat and thrill for all involved! Also appearing was professional 
performance team PERFORM, who once again provided performances free of charge in 
bringing their show, based on finalists in the NZ Post Book Awards, to the Family Day in 
Auckland.  
 

#$����'/�+'��
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Kites and the art of Pat Hanly with Trish Gribben, 
gardening with Janice Marriott, writing history with 
Lorraine Orman, wacky facts and other stuff with Alan 
Trussell-Cullen were just some of the exciting activities 
that Pure Capital Thinking Factopia offered this year. 
Allister Campbell coordinated this non-fiction room. He 
(and the room) seemed never to have a quiet time 
throughout the day; the assistance from a number of 
volunteers and organisation made it all flow remarkably 
effectively. Youthtown again provided its own team and 
resources for activities that included creating your own 
journal.  

Exploring the Discovery area was enjoyable for all as 
the layout of the area, with couches and low tables, 
made it accessible and extremely inviting. The ability 
to be able to touch and feel so many different 
textures and shapes was intriguing for many adults 
and children. The educational and interactive 
activities in Pure Capital Thinking Factopia also 
included word finds, colouring activities and leaf 
rubbings.  
Being able to talk with the author and illustrator of 
The Castle in our Backyard added to the people’s 
knowledge of Maungakiekie here in Auckland. 
�

 
Youthtown creating journals 
Photo Credit: Melanie McVeigh 

 
Marian Kiledjian explores Factopia 
Photo Credit: Ran Emily Fei 

 
Photo credit: Gandhali Bapat 
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A number of fantastic guests spoke throughout the day to an eager audience about their 
work and inspirations. Question and answer time was well used by those in attendance, 
sometimes asking some tricky, but relevant, questions. With a projector and screen 
provided in the room, many guest speakers opted to use a power point presentation which 
added depth to their talks. 
 
	%�-�'"+�%�.--&"��$+��-$�� � � � �
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“Can we stay for one more story pleaseeee” seemed to be 
the common theme of people exiting from the hugely 
popular read aloud room. Stories were read throughout 
the day by a number of guest authors and volunteers, to a 
crowd who were comfortable sitting on the provided 
cushions rather than chairs. So inviting was the room that 
some children refused to leave at the end of a story.  
�
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A number of books were launched in this area including non-fiction book Sensational 
Survivors (Sandra Morris), The 4 Powers of Daren Saner (Michael Oehley), Emily the Kiwi 
(Janet Martin) and The Fidgety Itch (Lucy Davey). Each launch was presented in its own 
way, entrancing audiences and allowing them the chance to talk with newly-published 
authors about their experiences.  
 
�7��5�+�- �
This year, as part of the Festival, Takapuna Library hosted an exhibition of Gavin Bishop’s 
illustrations from The House That Jack Built. Twenty-two individually-framed original art 
works were lovingly unpacked and hung at the library in the weeks preceding the Festival. 
A guest appearance by Gavin Bishop at the library added to the exhibition. Thanks to 
librarian Belynda Smith who coordinated the exhibition – and its subsequent speedy pack-
up to reach Puke Ariki in the following week for the New Plymouth book festival. 
 
We can’t mention every feature here, but every group, sponsor, stall holder, volunteer and 
participant adds their piece to the puzzle to create a truly wonderful day celebrating what 
New Zealand has to offer to the world. 
 
Booksellers were constantly busy throughout the day and many of 
the participants headed to Borders Bookshop in Queen Street, to 
read their stories to an eager audience. Other sponsors and 
stallholders also commented on how busy their days had been. 
 
 
Throughout the entire building, over the course of the day, between 
14,000 and 15,000 people attended this year’s Auckland Family 
Day. The large numbers highlight the community’s’ awareness of 
the wealth of children’s literacy in New Zealand and its importance 
to our young people. 
 
 

 
Sarona Aiono-Iosefa reads out loud 
Photo credit: Nicole Cheung 

 
Photo credit: Nicole Cheung 
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Thanks to all the volunteers and the dedicated Auckland Festival Committee who, by giving 
your time and expertise, created a Family Day that was enjoyable, exciting and celebrated 
New Zealand creativity in a uniquely New Zealand way. 
 
 
Participants at Auckland Family Day were:  
John Parker (author), Sharon Holt (author), Margaret Mahy (author), Tessa Duder (author), 
Gavin Bishop (illustrator), Janice Marriott (author), Melanie Drewery (author), Sally Sutton 
(author), Chris Gurney (author), Tania Roxborogh (author), Stacy Gregg (author), Jill 
Marshall (author), James Norcliffe (author), Sarona Aiono-Iosefa (author), Joy Watson 
(author), Lorraine Orman (author), Tim Tipene (author), Sandra Morris (illustrator), Tracy 
Duncan (author/ illustrator), Trish Gribben (author), Alan Trussell-Cullen (author), Malcolm 
Paterson (author), Leah Mulgrew (illustrator), Craig Smith (performer), Terry Sleator (aka 
The Bushman, storyteller), Erin Devlin (puppeteer), Dylan Horrocks (Graphic Novels), Brian 
Lovelock (illustrator), Bruce Potter (illustrator), Fraser Williamson (illustrator), Donovan 
Bixley (illustrator), Dave Gunson (illustrator) Heather Arnold (illustrator and Gavin Bishop 
Award finalist), Gary Venn (illustrator and Gavin Bishop Award finalist), Joy Cowley 
(author), PERFORM 
 

 
 
Storylines Auckland Family Day Participants 2010                                                            Photo credit: Ran Emily Fei 
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The support shown to the Storylines Festival by sponsors and funders, as well as by the 
hundreds of volunteers who help each year, is a reflection of the importance they place on 
literacy and children’s literature in New Zealand, and our role in supporting these. We focus 
particularly on New Zealand literature, as many New Zealand titles reflect, either in the 
writing or illustration or both, the cultures and experiences of young New Zealanders in a 
way that overseas titles, however good, can never match.  

Books and stories have an impact on all our lives. Events  like the Storylines Festival, that 
deliver quality experiences that engage both children and their adults, promise a life-long 
treasure through a direct and intimate connection with books, and through intergenerational 
sharing of the joy of books and reading. 

We could not deliver this major free event without the support of our many funders, 
sponsors and supporters. Creative New Zealand was once again the major Festival 
sponsor, while support  from ASB Community Trust and the New Zealand Lotteries Grants 
Board ensures we have the infrastructure in place and can cover the costs essential to 
Storylines’ survival. 

Several of our sponsors have continued their long-term support of Storylines, and for the 
continuity and engagement with the Festival from their staff, we offer our heartfelt thanks to 
Heritage Hotels, The EDGE, Borders, many publishers and the major children’s 
booksellers.  

We also receive support from local councils and government organisations, who appreciate 
the value of the event in their regions. Our thanks to Auckland City Council, North Shore 
City Council, The Community Organisation Grants Scheme, Wellington City Council, and 
the Whangarei District Council for your support. 

We know that many gaming machine charities and funders have less income and greater 
demands on their funds than ever before. We are therefore extremely grateful for generous 
grants from The Lion Foundation and The Southern Trust, and smaller grants from The 
wellington Community Trust, Pub Charity, Pelorus Trust, and Eureka Trust, all of which 
enable us to ensure that this event remains free so all who wish to can attend and enjoy the 
direct engagement with some of New Zealand’s most talented and creative writers, 
illustrators, storytellers and performers.  

To all the sponsors, businesses and organisations who support us in a myriad of ways (too 
many to detail here but who are listed on the back cover), our heartfelt thanks. We hope the 
relationship and involvement with Storylines in the Festival is as valuable to you, both 
personally and professionally, as it is to the many thousands of children and families that 
we reached this year.  

 
 


