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INTRODUCTION 
 
The 18th annual Storylines Festival of New Zealand Children’s Writers and Illustrators has 
again created a literary whirlwind around New Zealand, reaching thousands of New 
Zealanders, both young and old, who experienced – and enjoyed – the depth and diversity 
of New Zealand’s children’s literature. This year Storylines again provided a platform for 
children and adults to experience the outstanding quality of work New Zealand offers: 
challenging, innovative and culturally diverse. As well as offering a great networking 
opportunity for the authors, illustrators, photographers, storytellers and performers who take 
part, the Storylines Festival offers an opportunity to meet the children who inspire and for 
whom they create their stories.  
 
This year’s festival included five cities: Kerikeri, Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch and the 
first year for Dunedin. Each year the Festival continues to grow and strengthen, with the 
support of many sponsors and funders – and of the volunteers in each centre who dedicate 
days, if not weeks, of their time to ensuring the success of the free Family Days.  
 
The Storylines Festival aims to reach as many children and their families as possible. The 
Storyline’s Festival presents regional Family Days and the Storytour in Auckland and 
Northland.  The Storytour it is an outreach programme for schools and childhood centre’s. 
The Tour allows larger numbers of children to experience New Zealand books and meet 
authors and illustrators, regardless of their social or economic circumstances and ability to 
attend the family days.  
 
The Festival is promoted widely throughout the country through a variety of different 
methods.  A large mailout to the majority of schools within each Family Day region ensured 
school children and their communities were informed. In addition, brochures and posters 
were distributed to retailers, libraries and community centre’s; and further promotions 
through electronic newsletters, e-cards, and listings on online networking and events sites 
targeted wider community groups. A print and radio advertising campaign was held in the 
regional centre’s to promote the Family Days and the individual performances in Auckland, 
our participating booksellers also provide great support in distributing information about the 
Family Days to their customers and networks. 
 
The support shown to the festival by sponsors and funders, and by the hundreds of 
volunteers who return year after year, is a reflection of their shared commitment to the 
importance of continuing to spread the joy of reading, particularly New Zealand literature, 
and the impact of stories on all our lives. Such experiences promise a life-long treasure 
through a direct and intimate connection with books. 
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From Zac Powers to the Phoenix Files 
Hooking the Reluctant Reader 
 
Featuring Australian Author, Chris Morphew in conversation with…. 
�
Dunedin Friday 19th August 
Wellington Tuesday 23rd August 
Auckland Thursday 25th August 
 
The Heritage Hotels Seminar Series was launched this year 
with the first seminar hosted at the Dunedin Public Library. 
The Chairperson for the seminar was local author, Tania 
Roxborogh, whose interview skills allowed for an intimate 
and flowing conversation with International guest, Chris 
Morphew. Tania’s interview style allowed the audience to 
glimpse some personal details about Chris and his 
motivations in writing for the reluctant reader. Not always an 
easy task. 
 
An engaging and generous speaker, local Wellington author 
Fleur Beale was the Chairperson for the second seminar in 
the series. Held at St Andrews on the Terrace, a small 
enthusiastic crowd attended to pose questions and listen to 
an intriguing and mindful guest speaker. 
 
Completing the Seminar Series in Auckland, Children’s Literature Consultant Rosemary 
Tisdall conversed in an informal setting at King’s School in Remuera. Questions posed by 
the children present at the seminar, were carefully thought-out and answered appropriately. 
 
We would like to thank Chris Morphew for his appearance at the Heritage Hotels Seminar 
Series. Special thanks also to Hardie Grant Egmont and their representative Jennifer Kean. 
 
Chris also made guest appearances at the Dunedin and Christchurch Family Days, and 
made school visits in Wellington and Auckland. Many thanks to Clare Forrest for her 
support and organisation of the Wellington school visits. In Auckland, Gary and Carol 
Ardern supported the school visits. 
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The beginning of day one was full of anticipation and 
enthusiasm as the StoryTour van left their Heritage CityLife 
accommodation. This year six participants – talented 
authors, illustrators and a performer –participated in the 
annual Auckland StoryTour. These groups maintained an 
impressive schedule; visiting schools in the old Auckland 
boundaries of the North Shore, Waitakere, Manukau, 
Rodney and Papakura/ Franklin. 
 
Rosemary Tisdall, Auckland StoryTour Co-ordinator, was again at the helm for the second 
time this year. We also appreciated the assistance of National Library advisors who assisted 
Rosemary to contact, brief and organise the large number of schools and early childhood 
centre’s which applied to take part.  
 
This year, the drivers and navigators travelled over 650 kilometres around the Auckland 
region, visiting 62 schools and early childhood centre’s and reaching over 12,000 students.  

 
In preparation for the visit at many of the schools, books by the 
visiting authors and illustrators had been read to the children 
and many had created displays to welcome their guests. A 
number of, students also wrote thank you letters, which were 
presented to their guests at the conclusion of the visit.   
 
The audience size and age ranges varied significantly from 
school to school and the participants adapted easily to each 
group regardless of whether they were talking to a small 
intimate class of selected students or to the entire school in the 

hall. Thanks to the writers and illustrators who participated and who adapted to these 
different environments each day. Their willingness to talk with the children and answer their 
questions (which were many and varied) was greatly appreciated by the teachers and all 
involved in the visits. 
                 
Our grateful thanks also go to the schools that provided lunches, 
morning teas and undoubtedly many cups of tea/ coffee for their 
visitors. The members of the Storytour greatly appreciated these 
breaks during a very intense schedule. 
 
Schools and early childhood centre’s were selected from 
numerous applications received requesting a visit from the Story 
Tour. An application form link was sent to schools and early 
childhood centres via email, with forms also available for 
download on the Storylines website. Applications were made 
electronically via the website.  This year we again received more 
applications than we could visit over the week. Schools were selected on the basis of 
location, decile rating and taking into account any previous visits made by the StoryTour.  
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Special thanks to the volunteer navigators who so skillfully directed Rosemary Tisdall 
(chauffeur) through the Auckland traffic ensuring everyone’s safety and that the guest 
speakers arrived at their schools on time. 
 

Participants involved in the Auckland StoryTour were:  
Deborah Burnside (author), Katz Cowley (illustrator), Kyle Mewburn (author), Lyn Kriegler 
(performer/ illustrator), Paula Green (poet) and Ruth Paul (author). 
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The Northland StoryTour van departed Auckland early on Thursday morning to begin the 
drive to the beautiful Northland district, where the first of the Northland schools would be 
visited. 
 

Rosemary Tisdall also coordinated the Northland StoryTour this year, with assistance from 
National Library Coordinator Jeannie Skinner organising visits on day one around the 
Whangarei district and day two was spent visiting schools further to the north in the Kerikeri 
region. Many schools were visited over the two days with many excited children warmly 
welcoming their guests. Although many of the schools had smaller student numbers than 
their big city counterparts, this did not diminish their enthusiasm towards their guest 
speakers and the visitors’ time at these schools was immensely rewarding. At one high 
school the students chose to forgo their lunch break and stayed on to ask more questions 
of their guest speaker.  
 

Participants spoke to a range of ages and group sizes, with approximately 1500+ students 
being reached in the Northland district over the two day StoryTour.  
  
Thanks to the schools that provided morning tea and lunch for their guests, which was 
greatly appreciated. Special thanks to John and Helen Beckingsale, who generously 
volunteered their time and driving skills as the Northland driver for the two days. 
 

Participants on the Northland Story Tour were:  
Apirana Taylor (storyteller), Des Hunt (author), Feana Tu’akoi (author) and Fleur Beale 
(author). 
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This year 4 workshops were held in the classrooms in the Stephenson Learning Centre at 
the Auckland War Memorial Museum. At the workshops, where children were given the 
opportunity to gain expert tuition from some of the country’s leading writers and illustrators, 
an author and illustrator in each area led a practical workshop for a maximum of 20 children 
for 1.5 hours, with the content of each workshop developed for a specific age range. 
 

Developing a piece of writing or art under the guidance of experienced authors and 
illustrators was both inspiring and instructional for the students. Positive feedback from both 
students and the tutors reaffirmed the value of these important workshops.  
 

The workshops were $15 per person each workshop (this included all materials), with some 
schools and individuals sponsoring talented children to attend. These children may not 
have been able to attend otherwise. Advance bookings for the workshops through the 
Storylines website, with most workshops well attended.  
 

Writing Workshops  
Anna Mackenzie   Stand-out Short Stories   20 attendees 
Jennifer Beck    Tips For Young Writers   15 attendees 
 

Illustration Workshops 
Ross Kinnaird     How To Draw Funny Cartoons  20 attendees 
Stu Duval    Amazing Chalk/ Pastel Portraits  11 attendees 
 

        
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
        
       
 
 
Special thanks to Melanie McVeigh, who coordinated the workshops and Pauline McCowan who so 
generously volunteered her time. 
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The first inaugural Dunedin Family Day was held on a 
bright, crisp morning in Dunedin. 
 
An estimated 2286 children and their parents visited 
the first Dunedin Family Day at the Dunedin library and 
enjoyed the activities and talks that were on offer. Being greeted by the Ringmaster at the 
library doors, the scene was set for an exciting day ahead – full of stories, activities, guest 
authors and illustrators and performers. It was wonderful to see such a high level of interest 
in terms of visitor numbers for the new addition to the Storylines Festival. 
 

Marketing coordinator, Lynette Hartgill, a member of the Dunedin Public Library team, 
undertook the task of Dunedin Regional Coordinator and, with the assistance of a small 
library based committee; the Family Day was warmly received by the Dunedin community. 
 
A team of 25 volunteers assisted on the day to paint faces, assist with craft activities, staff 
the Welcome Desk, collect competition entries, and act as minders for participating authors, 
illustrators and performers. The contribution of these volunteers was significant, and it is 
their efforts both leading up to the event and on the day that ensured its success. 
 
A Writers Panel certainly got people thinking about the question it posed: Are Young Adult 
Books Best Written by Adults or Teenagers? The debate between Chris Morphew, David 
Hill and Tania Roxborogh was expertly chaired by Tessa Duder. Audience opinion and 
thoughts were also acknowledged and challenged. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 
&	
�����&�0

'���%����
%!  area was popular with all ages for the majority of the day, with 
many returning for another story. The guest readers enthralled their audience with stories 

from well known and loved books and some lesser known titles.  
 

�	��0

'1
�'�  area (arts and crafts) was spread over many floors 
of the Library. Being able to create your own Old Hu-Hu 
bookmark using your fingerprints proved too tempting for many – 
including adults – who had a go and created their own original 
masterpieces. A Critter Hunt around the library was a popular 
activity that allowed children to explore the different events/ 
activities happening within the library. 
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The ������������&��
�  (illustrator’s gallery) also allowed budding 
illustrators to meet and talk with the ever-popular illustrators. 
Being able to talk to local Robyn Belton, Donovan Bixley, 
Rachel Driscoll, David Elliot or Lindy Fisher added a new 
dimension to the day, with many illustrators more than happy to 
answer questions from the visitors or to explain their 
techniques. The constant contact with visitors viewing their 
illustrations and approaching them for autographs and a 
moment’s discussion, allowed the illustrators to really get to 
know their audience. For many the chance to be able to create 
a one off illustration related to their favourite book and adding 
this to the CD case Mural, was a highlight. Children were also encouraged to learn how to 
draw Wacko Kakapo with Donovan Bixley. 
 

$%�����2������	��'����)�&�
2��  adopted a conservation theme with Orokonui Ecosanctuary 
volunteering to help us learn about the world around us using some wonderful interactive 
activities. Ecosanctuary staff were on hand to answer many interesting and intriguing 
questions.  
 

�	��#	��&
%����0

'�����3�  area and ����������
�����0

'����'� utilised 
the Dunningham Room on the fourth floor. The seating 
capacity was able to be increased dependant on visitors. Book 
launches, performances and author talks were well received 
with many of the audience members staying for two or three 
sessions. The Story Zone programme was shared by Liz Weir 
(storyteller) and Kat Anna Fiddle (performance duo). Mix in 
some storybook characters and the Story Pit on the ground 
floor was full for most of the day.     
         

A mailout to schools, brochures distributed to retailers, libraries and local community 
centres, and an email campaign proved to be invaluable in contacting the Dunedin 
community about the Storylines Family Day. Add to this advertising in the local newspapers 
in the week prior, and the outcome was good visitor numbers for the first Family Day. 
 

Special thanks to our Dunedin co-ordinator, Lynette Hartgill, 
and the small Dunedin committee who’s behind the scenes 
organisation and knowledge was greatly appreciated. Thanks 
also to all the Dunedin volunteers who were up before very 
early to ensure the Dunedin community had a day to 
remember. 
 

Participants at the Dunedin Family Day were:  
Chris Morphew (author), David Elliot (illustrator), David Hill 
(author), Donovan Bixley (illustrator), Elizabeth Pulford (author), Jennifer Beck (author), Kat 
Anna Fiddle (performance duo), Kyle Mewburn (author), Lindy Fisher (illustrator), Liz Weir 
(storyteller), Rachel Driscoll (illustrator), Robyn Belton (illustrator), Tania Roxborogh 
(author), Tessa Duder (author) 
�
�
�
�

 
.������������#���
���
��������
����������,������

 
����/
���
��������
����������,����� �

 
��$�
������$��������������0���
��
��������
����������,������



 10 

���+
��������)�*+������� � � � �
�
-	���+������!�����
&	

�.�0%����!��
�4�����
��
       
Christchurch also turned on a beautifully sunny morning for 
its fourth Family Day, with the snow also melted away and 
the aftershocks slowing. Events in February 2011 meant 
that a new venue was sought to host this year’s 
Christchurch Family Day, as the Christchurch Town Hall 
still remains in the Red Zone of Christchurch and its future 
(at this stage) uncertain. Cobham Intermediate very graciously agreed to host this year’s 
Family Day and the use of the school was greatly appreciated. 
 
An estimated 2500+ children and their parents visited throughout the day. It was wonderful 
to see such a high level of interest in terms of visitor numbers and a great opportunity for 
some normality for the Christchurch community. 
 

This is the fourth year Christchurch has hosted a Family Day. Storylines and Te Tai Tamariki 
Member, Kim Dovey, undertook the task of Christchurch Regional Coordinator and, with the 
assistance of a supportive and proactive committee behind her; the Family Day has become 
a ‘must do’ event on many people’s calendars. 
 

Again this year we observed that the number of grandparents 
who attended with their grandchildren and who thoroughly 
enjoyed the interactive and sometimes challenging activities. 
There was also a noted increase in the cultural diversity of the 
visitors attending, with performances and craft activities 
relating directly to the cultural diversity of the community. A 
team of 50+ volunteers pledged their time to paint faces, 
assist with craft activities, staff the Welcome Desk, collect 
competition entries, and act as minders for participating 
authors, illustrators and performers. The contribution of these 

volunteers was significant, and it is their efforts both leading up to the event and on the day 
that again ensured its success. 
 
The School Library hosted the 
&	
�����&�0

'���%����
%!  area was also well patronised all day, 
with many return visits from those wanting to hear “just one more story” from the extremely 
popular authors and volunteers who read aloud. Tiered seating allowed even the smallest of 
visitors the perfect view of the guest reading aloud. The guest readers enthralled their 
audience with stories from well known and loved books and some lesser known titles.  
 

�	���	��!���"��0

'�	
2�0

'1
�'�  (arts and crafts) was a very popular activity choice for all ages 
and the team chosen to look after this area, provided some great book-related interactive 
activities. The ability to be able to use the playground was appreciated by many – many of 
whom enjoyed the sun that shone all day. Being able to glue, tie, colour, sellotape, cut-out 
and create your own book or bookmark certainly proved very popular. Many parents also 
joined in with the children, helping to create some truly original masterpieces.  
 
One of the adjacent classrooms to the library hosted the ������������&��
�� (Illustrators Gallery) 
and allowed budding illustrators to meet and talk with the guest illustrators. The area also 
provided a space where children could create their own piece of art or if they preferred the 
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opportunity to sit, chat and observe one on the guest illustrators at work. Being able to chat 
with local illustrator Helen Taylor, or guest illustrators’ Rachel Driscoll, Donovan Bixley or 
Lindy Fisher may have set in motion a new career for a budding illustrator. 
 

Cobham Intermediates School Hall hosted �	��#	��&
%����0

'��
���3�  area, as it catered for many performances, storytellers 
and book launches. The diversity of the programme and the 
area itself was extremely popular, with some visitors staying 
in their seats for a number of the guest speakers and 
performers, only leaving to replenish their refreshments. The 
Topp Twins were a firm favourite for the day, with standing 
room only for the performance and had both children and 
their parents singing in unison.  
         

Many children were able to sit quite close to the guest 
speakers in the ����������
�����0

'����'� area. The intimate space was set up in a separate 
classroom and the ability to step away from the hustle and bustle of the main school library 
was a welcomed relief for many and well patronised throughout the day.  Listening to some 
personal stories and aspirations, many of the guest speakers enjoyed the interactive nature 
of this area. 
               

Advertising for the event was promoted in the main papers of the region along with local 
suburban papers also being utilised in the week prior to the Family Day. A mailout to 
regional schools, brochures distributed to retailers, libraries and local community centres, 
proved to be invaluable in contacting the community about the Storylines Family Day.  
 

Special thanks to our Christchurch co-ordinator, Kim Dovey, the small volunteer committee 
whose proactive approach to the planning of the day was greatly appreciated. Thanks also 
to the Christchurch volunteers who were up before the birds to ensure Christchurch had a 
day to remember. Support for the event being held in Christchurch in 2011 was 
overwhelming and much of the feedback received from the local community has been 
extremely supportive of the event again taking place in Christchurch. 
 

Participants at Christchurch Family Day were:  
Ben Brown (author), Chris Morphew (author), David Hill (author), Donovan Bixley 
(illustrator),Helen Taylor (illustrator), Jennifer Beck (author), Kyle Mewburn (author), Leonie 
Thorpe (author), Lindy Fisher (illustrator), Liz Weir (storyteller), PERFORM (educational 
performance group),Rachel Driscoll (illustrator), Tessa Duder (author) 
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Wellington’s programme was exciting and innovative again 
this year. Wellington has a very multi-cultural community 
and a good cross-section of the local and wider community 
attended. The Wellington Family Day drew an attendance 
from families from Wellington City and surrounding suburbs 
as well as from Porirua City, Upper Hutt City and the 
Wairarapa, Hutt City, Johnsonville, Woodridge, Grenada Village and as far north as 
Paraparaumu. 
 
Approximately 3000 people attended throughout the day and moved between the two 
venues using Civic Square as the link. This year’s attendance numbers were similar to 
previous years and the use of the Wellington Town Hall and the support of Capital E as the 

venues for the Family Day continued this year. 
 

�	��������������&��
�  (illustrators’ gallery) was well attended by budding 
illustrators who wanted to meet and talk with the illustrators. Being 
able to talk to Thaw Naing, Nikki Slade Robertson or Ross 
Kinnaird create a caricature was a highlight for many. The 
illustrators were in constant demand by the visitors. Also present 
in the Comic Zone was Dylan Horrocks. An area where visitors 
were able to create their own comic or to add to the larger comic, 
were .extremely popular and was a steady hive of activity 
throughout the day. 
 

The 
&	
�����&�0

'���%����
%!  room was part of the “buzz” of the main auditorium and proved to 
be a very popular area for young and old alike. Having a intimate space under the gazebo 
added to the ambience of this area for those who wanted to listen the vast array of stories 
being read aloud. Being able to listen to guest readers such as Stacy Gregg, Barbara Else 
and Nikki Slade Robinson added to the excitement of being able to meet and talk with them 
at the conclusion. 
 
$%�����2������	��'����)�&�
2��"�  non-fiction focus incorporated a collection of interactive activities 
that included wonderful activities to help visitors learn about the world around us. The 
chance to decorate and pot up a seedling to take home, drawing a magic garden design. 
Visitors were also given the opportunity to peek into the working worm farm and discover 
carnivorous plants with Johanna Knox. A visit to the Forest and Bird stand tempted visitors 
to find out about NZ native birds and plants. 

 
#	��&
%����0

'�����3�  proved a very popular area, with a diverse 
programme on offer for the audience hosted by Capital E. The 
performance space was utilised for the very popular Read Aloud 
Competition, Raroa School Choir and PERFORM. Many people 
also ventured in the playground at Capital E where Just Giraffe 
had full houses for their storytelling sessions with only standing 
room available. 
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'����'  room, which seats approximately 
40 people, was ideal for smaller, more intimate 
presentations. It was popular with visitors from the 
beginning of the day and at times the room was full to 
overflowing with its appeal. Popular sessions were 
Stacey Gregg, CORE Education Skype session with 
Fleur Beale and Mark Sommerset and Johanna Knox 
talking about edible weeds and solar cooking. There was 
standing room only in many of the sessions. 
 

   
 

0

'1
�'�� (arts and crafts) are 
always popular with any age 

group and Fifi Colston planned and designed ten craft activities this 
year, each catering for 200 individual items; all were extremely 
popular. Each craft activity was pitched carefully so that children 
could participate as much as possible without their parents’ 
assistance, with several activities proving so popular that resources 
were exhausted before the conclusion of the day. Ponytail 
bookmarks, chefs hats, chef aprons and pinneys and a Carmen 
Miranda fruit hat were just some of the interactive activities on 
offer.�
The main stage in the Auditorium played host to the Travelling 
Restaurant, which had to adapt it hours of opening to accommodate the huge number of 
people who wanted to take part. A cooking exhibition by teenager Claire Gourley really got 
the taste buds going with Vietnamese rolls.  

 

This year’s advertising efforts were thorough; from utilising the banner again on Jervois 
Bridge, to the front window library display and ads in the papers and editorials. Much of the 

marketing was undertaken by Adele Jackson. The ongoing 
support of Capital E is greatly appreciated and to their staff 
who assisted on the day, it is greatly appreciated their 
assistance in offering additional arts and craft activities at 
this venue. Adele Jackson, who for the fourth year at the 
helm, again performed the role of Wellington regional 
Coordinator, and was backed by the steadfast and 
committed Wellington committee, who gave freely of their 
time and knowledge to bring together a wonderful Family 
Day in Wellington. Many thanks have to go to the committee, 
volunteers and everyone involved in the Family Day. 

 
Participants at Wellington Family Day were:  
Barbara Else (author), Chris Morphew (author), Claire Gourley (author), Dylan Horrocks 
(Graphic Novels), James Norcliffe (author), Janice Marriott (author), Johanna Knox 
(author), Just Giraffe (performance duo), Nikki Slade Robinson (illustrator), PERFORM 
(educational performance group), Ross Kinnaird (illustrator),Stacy Gregg (author), Thaw 
Naing (illustrator) 
�
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2011 was the second time a Storylines Family Day had been 
held at the Turner Centre and the fourth in the Northland 
region. This year’s event was brought together by local author 
Diana Menefy and her volunteer committee (many of whom 
were involved in the first Northland Family Day in 2009), who 
banded together to ensure the day was a great success.  
 
An estimated 2000+ people from Kerikeri and the surrounding 
district attended the Family Day. It was busy right from the 
beginning of the day through to the end. Local MC Pete 
Gentil was ably assisted by local councillor Di Maxwell, who 
welcomed people at the start of the day. 

 
The venue was in a central location and ideal for this 
event – favourable for any weather, and with plenty of 
parking, variety of spaces and good facilities. It has been 
noted that the Turner Centre has undergone a 
refurbishment of the Plaza area, which is now enclosed 
and is perfect for any weather. The cross section of 
visitors was varied and a wide range of people of all ages 
came along to join in the interactive activities. Although 
catering predominantly for primary school aged children, 
there were also a lot of preschoolers and some teenagers 
taking part, nearly all attending with their entire families. 

 
With activities/ zones spread over the two floors, hard choices were made by those visiting. 
In the main entrance the Chat’ Zone had a steady stream of visitors throughout the day, with 
the authors accessible to answer questions and talk one-on-one with their fans. Add to this a 
Drama and Song-writing activity and the area was a beehive of activity all day. 
 
The ����������
�����0

'����'�����  was also popular with a mix of authors talking openly and 
honestly about their work, inspirations and where many of them derive their ideas from. 
Talks by Mark Sommerset, Diana Menefy, Des Hunt, Fleur Beale and local author Janine 
McVeagh were greatly enjoyed by the audience. Being able to interact directly with the 
speakers and having the opportunity to get answers to many 
questions proved popular. Storytelling sessions by Apirana 
Taylor and his pink sparkly guitar also drew large crowds. 
 
�	��
&	
�����&�0

'���%����
%! , which had an intimate feel to it, was 
hosted on the first floor. Many of the guest readers had an 
attentive audience, whose enjoyment of the books being read 
aloud was evident on their faces. Familiar faces came back to 
listen to a number of stories throughout the day. 
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The 0

'1
�'�  (arts and craft) area gave many the chances to 
create or join in games and quizzes, create their own book, pen 
an animal themed poem using 10 selected words or they could 
add words to the long story on display. This area is very popular 
and a constant audience was in attendance for most of the day. 
 

$%�����2������	��'����)�&�
2��� was hosted in the Main Hall, where a 
vast array of interactive and educational activities had been 
planned for children of all ages. These non-fiction activities were 
designed to help children learn about the world around them, 
animals and themselves. The theme of Bones and Feathers, 
paws and claws incorporated a display of endangered species 
and specimens from DoC. Exploring Feana Tu’akoi’s books, a 
mix and match paws and claws quiz and Des Hunt’s display of 

Chemistry and how it relates to reading and writing, allowed the space to be interactive and 
exciting. These activities were designed for all age groups to participate in and proved to be 
popular with a number of visitors savouring the activities to the fullest. Parents were also 
encouraged to participate and there was a lot of encouragement and interaction between 
children and their parents. 

  
The�������������&��
�  (illustrator’s gallery) played host to Terry 
Fitzgibbon who was very popular with the children with his 
interactive style of drawing. Many children used their 
imagination to create their own animals on the mural that was 
started, using crayons, pencils and pens to complete their 
illustration.  
 

The performance area in the plaza proved to be incredibly 
popular, drawing large audiences for the performances by The Magic Playhouse.  Locally 
based puppeteers, The Magic Playhouse were well rewarded by the rapturous applause 
from the appreciative audience. 
 

As always the face painters had a steady line of children waiting their turn to have their face 
changed into their favourite book character. 
 

Thanks to Diana Menefy, the Kerikeri Committee and the many volunteers who were 
instrumental in organising the event in Northland. 
 

Participants at Kerikeri Family Day were:  
Apirana Taylor (storyteller), Des Hunt (author), Feana Tu’akoi (author), Fleur Beale 
(author), The Magic Playhouse (puppeteers), Mark Sommerset (author), Terry Fitzgibbon 
(illustrator).��

�
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The 18th annual Auckland Family Day had a difference this 
year as it was held across two venues in Auckland. The Aotea 
Centre, The Edge, and the Auckland War Memorial Museum 
both hosted different aspects of the day.  Both venues 
attracted an enthusiastic crowd, who were eager to 
experience and take part in all the activities on offer. A team 
120+ volunteers (across the two venues), coordinated by Anne Coppell, again offered a 
wide range of craft activities, assisted at different rooms with their guest speakers and 
myriad of interactive activities, and took their turn as one of the well-practiced face painters 
.Without the support and input from these volunteers the day would not have been possible 
– so many thanks go to all who gave up their “sleep-in day” to help in the different areas 
and bring the magic of books alive to so many children from the Auckland region. 
 
This year, we were again pleased to be able to offer free buses to schools for families who, 
lacking transport may otherwise not have been able to attend the family day. Many children 
and their families attended in groups and thoroughly enjoyed all that was on offer. This was 
supported by Sir John Logan Residuary Fund and assistance was given in contacting 
schools by Duffy Books In Homes. 
 

The����������������	�� (illustrators’ gallery) was based at the Museum in the Events Centre on 
level 5. The inspirational view over Auckland provided a 
fantastic backdrop and allowed an open view of artists 
creating illustrations before your eyes. This year the Artists in 
Action gallery again proved very popular, with children 
wanting to know more about the process of creating an 
illustration. The participating artists were only too happy to 
share their knowledge with young fans that posed some 
thought-provoking questions and presented some of their 
own artwork for critique by the professionals. Some of the 
artists also provided a personalised memento for a lucky 
admirer or two to take away with them. �
 

Also located in the Events Centre, the Comic Zone was well visited throughout the day, with 
many children turning their hand to creating their own comic. On hand were Dylan 
Horrocks, Zac Waipara and Ant Sang, who gave advice and guidance to the next 
generation of graphic novel creators. Children were also encouraged to participate and add 
to the large comic that was being created throughout the day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
%�
�$������

�����������*
������
��
&�$'��������
� �
��������
�����+�������
����

�
���������
�� 

���������
��������
�����+�������
����

 
1�'�/��	����
��������
�����+�������
����

�
&���)����
��������
�����+�������
����

�



 17 

�
�	���
�
�	,�0%������	��!���"��0

'�	
2�0

'1
�'�  (Art and craft 
activities) provided eight craft and activity stations which 
were available across the two venues with thousands of 
different and individual pieces of craft created over the 
course of the day. Each of the activities was planned 
around books by the participating authors and illustrators.  
 
Some of the many crafts and activities included:  

� Creating your own individual and personalised 
badge,  

� a book mark  
� Using your imagination to make your own book from a choice of three 

The choices that were provided proved very popular and many happy faces were seen 
leaving with a new book mark firmly held in one hand. The simplicity of some the activities 
was appreciated by younger visitors, while older children were able to undertake more 
complex versions. There was an activity for every age group. 
 
Also based at the Museum, the trio of calligraphers from NZ 
Calligraphers were busy for most of the day, impeccably 
naming children’s bookmarks, which no doubt will be 
cherished for years to come. Many children also turned their 
hand at using the MOTAT printing press. After patiently 
preparing their individual plates, the chance to then print 
them onto a bookmark ensured that the printing press had a 
continual line of children waiting. It was a great day although 
an extremely busy day from a craft perspective. Participation 
by NZ Calligraphers and MOTAT is appreciated by all those 
who attend.                                                                                                                                      
�

#	��&
%����0

'�����3�� (Performances)�utilised the well appointed Auditorium at the Museum. �
Drama performances were presented throughout the day and the room was filled to 
capacity for most of the time. The room flowed well with most of the performances starting 
on time – a credit to Michelle Hesketh, who co-ordinated the Books Alive room for the 
second time this year and liaised with the drama groups about their interpretations of the 
books. The books were chosen to coincide with the authors present at the Family Day. 
Many of the school and recreational drama groups had put considerable time and effort into 
their performances and the value of this was evident by the appreciative faces of the 
audience. Also appearing was the educational performance team PERFORM, who once 
again provided performances free of charge in bringing their show, based on finalists in the 
NZ Post Book Awards, to the Family Day in Auckland. �

 

$%�����2������	��'����)�&�
2��.� with its locality next to the Weird and 
Wonderful Gallery at the Auckland Museum, saw a newly 
renovated gallery (The Blue Room) transformed into the most 
amazing display and interactive activities. Kites and the art of 
Pat Hanly with Lopdell House Gallery featured; along with 
activities that included Biomimetics with Dee Pigneyguy, 
Nature with Feana Tu’akoi and Maria Gill’s focus on the 
Kokako were just some of the exciting activities that Pure 
Capital Thinking Factopia offered this year. Allister Campbell 
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coordinated this non-fiction room with the assistance of Melanie McVeigh. He (and the 
room) seemed never to have a quiet time throughout the day; the assistance from a small 
number of volunteers and organisation made it all flow remarkably effectively with many 
guest enjoying all the activities that were on offer. YOUTHTOWN again provided its own 
team and resources for activities that included creating your own bookworm. Being able to 
talk with the author and illustrator of The Castle in our Backyard added to the people’s 
knowledge of Maungakiekie in Auckland.�
�

����������
�����0

'����'� had duplicate rooms at the Museum and the Aotea Centre, The Edge. 
Whilst the Museum focused on non-fiction authors and illustrators, the book talk area at the 
Aotea Centre, The Edge drew on the fiction writers present on the day. 
A number of fantastic guests spoke throughout the day at both venues to an eager 
audience about their work and inspirations. Question and answer time was well used by 
those in attendance, sometimes asking some tricky, but relevant, questions. With a 
projector and screen provided in the room, many guest speakers opted to use a power 
point presentation which added depth to their talks.  
 

The ever popular�
&	
�����&�0

'���%����
%!� drew large audiences 
throughout the day with many choosing to stay and listen to 
another guest reader. Stories were read throughout the day 
by a number of guest authors and volunteers, to a crowd who 
were comfortable sitting on the provided cushions and bean 
bags rather than chairs. So inviting was the room at both 
venues that some children refused to leave at the end of a 
story, opting to say for another guest reader. 
 

The 0

'��0���'��%�� and 
�
�,�7
��  had a mixed timetable that 
included a mix of Storytellers and book launches. Base at the 

Aotea Centre, The Edge Stu Duval and Lyn Kriegler enthralled the audience with stories 
that allowed your imagination to soar. Two books were launched in this area including 
Stomp! By Ruth Paul and Out Of Bed Fred! Written by Lucy Davey, winner of the 2011 Joy 
Cowley Award. St Cuthberts College’s performance of the book was inspiring; entrancing 
the audience with their version. Both the author (Lucy Davey) and illustrator (Harriet Bailey) 
were present to watch. Use of the Wharenui, Hotunui in the Maori Court, provided a 
backdrop for Apirana Taylor’s storytelling that was truly unique. 
 


2�&����$��8
����&���
The year we were fortunate to be able to work with 
two renowned professional organisations to be able to 
present two extraordinary performances as part of the 
Auckland Family Day programme - Tim Bray 
Productions performance of A Lion in the Meadow and 
Other Stories by Margaret Mahy and Jellybean by 
Tessa Duder. It was a great pleasure to be able to 
present these free performances to the Auckland 
community. Jellybean was a play for orchestra and 
three actors with The Auckland Philharmonia 
Orchestra played music from Tchaikovsky’s ballet The Nutcracker. It is a story of a young 
girl’s ambition to be a conductor, and provided a wonderful introduction for children of all 
ages to the magic of orchestral music. Both shows were well received and attendance at all 
four shows were close to capacity. 
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We would like to extend our thanks to Tim Bray and his team who so wonderfully recreated 
the show in The Civic, Wintergarden. Also to Tessa Duder, Linda Kitchen, Judith Yan, 
actors Ruby Love, Georgia Wood, Kevin Keys and the APO for their support of Jellybean 
 

    
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We can’t mention every feature here, but every group, sponsor, stall holder, volunteer and 
participant adds their piece to the puzzle to create a truly wonderful day celebrating what 
New Zealand has to offer to the world. 
 

Booksellers were constantly busy throughout the day and many of the participants headed 
to Borders Bookshop in Queen Street, to read their stories to an eager audience. Other 
sponsors and stallholders also commented on how busy their days had been. 
 
Over the course of the day, an estimated 2500+ people attended at the Auckland War 
Memorial Museum and 10000+ people came along to the Aotea Centre, The Edge and 
other associated venues. The large numbers highlight the communities’ awareness of the 
wealth of children’s literacy in New Zealand and its importance to our young people. 
 

Thanks to all the volunteers and the dedicated Auckland Festival Committee who, by giving 
your time and expertise, created a Family Day that was enjoyable, exciting and celebrated 
New Zealand creativity in a uniquely New Zealand way. 
 

Participants at Auckland Family Day were:  
Auckland War Memorial Museum: 
Amber Edwards (illustrator), Ant Sang (graphic novels), Apirana Taylor (storyteller), Dee 
Pigneguy (author), Dylan Horrocks (graphic novels), Feana Tu’akoi (author), Fifi Colston 
(author/ illustrator), Harriet Bailey (illustrator), Heather Arnold (illustrator), Katz Cowley 
(illustrator), Maria Gill (author), Malcolm Paterson (author), PERFORM (educational 
performance group), Sandra Morris (illustrator), Zac Waipara (illustrator). 
The Aotea Centre, The Edge: 
Anna Gowan (author), Anna Mackenzie (author), Deborah Burnside (author), Des Hunt 
(author), Fleur Beale (author), Jennifer Beck (author), Jill Marshall (author), Joy Cowley 
(author), Kyle Mewburn (author), Lucy Davey (author), Mark Sommerset (author), Paula 
Green (poet), Raymond Huber (author), Ruth Paul (author/ illustrator), Victoria Azaro 
(author) 
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The support shown to the Storylines Festival by sponsors and funders is a reflection of the 
importance they place on literacy and children’s literature in New Zealand, and Storylines 
role in supporting it. We focus particularly on New Zealand literature, either in the writing or 
illustration or both, as they reflect the cultures and experiences of young New Zealanders in 
a way that overseas titles, however good, can never match.  

Books and stories have an impact on all our lives. Events like the Storylines Festival, 
deliver quality experiences that engage both children and their adults. The Festival 
promotion of New Zealand Children’s literature , promises a life-long treasure through a 
direct and intimate connection with books, and through intergenerational sharing of the joy 
of books and reading. 

Storylines could not deliver this major free event without the support of our many funders, 
sponsors and supporters. Creative New Zealand was once again the major Festival 
sponsor, while support  from ASB Community Trust and the New Zealand Lotteries Grants 
Board ensures we have the infrastructure in place and can cover the costs essential to 
Storylines’ survival. 

Several of our sponsors have continued their long-term support of Storylines, and for the 
continuity and engagement with the Festival from their staff, we offer our heartfelt thanks to 
Heritage Hotels, The EDGE, Borders/Whitcoulls, many publishers and the major children’s 
booksellers.  

We also receive support from local councils and government organisations, who appreciate 
the value of the event in their regions. Our thanks to Auckland Council, Dunedin City 
Council, Wellington City Council, and the Far North District Council for your support. 

We know that many gaming machine charities and funders have less income and greater 
demands on their funds than ever before. We are therefore extremely grateful for generous 
grants from The Lion Foundation and The Southern Trust, and smaller grants from The 
Wellington Community Trust, Four Winds, New Zealand Community Trust, Oxford Sports 
Trust and the JL Campbell Residuary Trust all of which enable us to ensure that this event 
remains free so all who wish to can attend and enjoy the direct engagement with some of 
New Zealand’s most talented and creative writers, illustrators, storytellers and performers.  

We would also like to acknowledge support from the Chisholm Whitney Family Charitable 
Trust and Becroft Foundation for their support of the Jellybean production. To all the 
sponsors, businesses and organisations who support us in a myriad of ways (too many to 
detail here but who are listed on the back cover), our heartfelt thanks. We hope the 
relationship and involvement with Storylines in the Festival is as valuable to you, both 
personally and professionally, as it is to the many thousands of children and families that 
we reached this year through your generosity and support.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


